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MEMOIR  OF  JOHN  HOWARD,  ESQ. 


THE  celebrated  John  Howard, 
frequently  called  the  Philanthro- 
pist, was  born,  about  1727,  at 
Clapton,  near  Hackney,  whither 
his  father  had  a  short  time  before 
removed  from  Enfield,  to  which 
place  he  had  retired  from  his  bu- 
siness of  an  upholsterer  and  car- 
pet warehouseman,  which  he  had 
carried  on  in  Long-lane,  Smith- 
field,  and  by  which  he  had  ac- 
quired a  considerable  fortune. 

The  house  in  which  the  subject 
of  this  Memoir  was  born,  is  de- 
scribed in  a  sketch  of  his  life, 
written  some  years  since,  as  his 
own  freehold,  and  as  a  venerable 
mansion,  situated  on  the  western 
side  of  the  street.  It  is  now  much 
decayed,  and  has  lately  been  dis- 
figured. 

The  church  to  which  he  was 
first  united  was  of  the  Indepen- 
dent denomination  at  Stoke  New- 
ington,  then  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  Rev.  Micaiah  Towns- 
end.  Of  this  church  he  was  ad- 
mitted a  member,  but  at  what 
precise  period  of  his  life  we  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
earlier  records  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  church  still  flourishing 
there  (if  any  such  were  at  that 
time  kept)  having  been  either 
mislaid  or  destroyed  ;  and  not- 
withstanding his  subsequent  resi- 
dence in  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  he  seems  never  to  have 
dissolved  the  connexion. 

vol.  hi.  6 


His  medical  attendants  think- 
ing his  constitution  disposed  to 
be  consumptive,  put  him  on  a 
very  rigorous  dietetic  regimen, 
which  is  said,  by  one  of  his  biog- 
raphers, to  have  fct  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  that  extraordinary  ab- 
stemiousness, and  indifference  to 
the  gratifications  of  the  palate, 
which  ever  after  so  much  distin- 
guished him."  But  notwithstand- 
ing these  precautions,  he  was  at- 
tacked with  a  severe  fit  of  illness 
in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Laid- 
aire,  a  widow  lady  of  small  inde- 
pendent property,  residing  in 
Church-street,  Newington,  to 
whose  apartments  he  had  re- 
moved, in  consequence  of  not 
meeting  with  the  attention  he 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  expect, 
from  the  person  beneath  whose 
roof  he  had  taken  up  his  abode 
as  a  lodger,  on  his  first  coming 
to  live  in  this  village.  He  expe- 
rienced, on  the  part  of  his  land- 
lady, so  many  marks  of  kind  at- 
tention during  his  sickness,  that 
upon  his  recovery  he  was  induc- 
ed, by  a  grateful  recollection  of 
her  kindness,  contrasted  with  the 
utter  want  of  it  in  his  former  re- 
sidence, to  make  her  an  offer  of 
his  hand  in  marriage,  though  she 
was  twice  his  age,  extremely 
sickly,  and  very  much  his  inferior 
in  point  of  fortune.  Against  this 
unexpected  proposal  the  lady 
made  many  remonstrances,  prin- 
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cipally  upon  the  ground  of  the 
great  disparity  in  their  ages;  but 
Mr.  Howard  being-  firm  to  his 
purpose,  the  union  took  place, 
it  is  believed  in  the  year  1752, 
he  being  then  in  about  the  twen- 
ty-fifth year  of  his  age,  and  his 
bride  in  her  fifty-second. 

Upon,  this  occasion  he  behaved 
with  a  liberality  which  seems  to 
have  been  inherent  in  his  nature, 
by  settling  the  whole  of  his  wife's 
little  independence  upon  her  sis- 
ter. Her  husband,  whilst  she 
lived,  uniformly  expressed  him- 
self happy  in  the  choice  he  had 
made  ;  and  when,  between  two 
and  three  years  after  their  mar- 
riage, the  connexion  was  dissolv- 
ed by  her  death,  he  was  a  sincere 
mourner  for  the  loss  he  had  sus- 
tained in  her  removal. 

After  the  death  of  Mrs.  How- 
ard, he  formed  the  resolution  to 
go  to  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

The  country  he  intended  first 
to  visit  was  Portugal,  then  ren- 
dered particularly  interesting  by 
the  situation  of  its  capital,  which 
had  been  lately  visited  by  a  tre- 
mendous earthquake,  that  had 
shaken  it  to  its  very  foundations, 
and  a  great  part  of  which,  with 
thousands  of  its  unfortunate  in- 
habitants, had  been  swallowed  up 
by  the  earth.  It  was  to  this  sub- 
lime, but  melancholy  spectacle, 
that  Mr.  H.'s  attention  was  prin- 
cipally directed  ;  and  he  accord- 
ingly took  his  passage  in  a  Lis- 
bon packet,  called  the  Hanover, 
which  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
captured  on  its  voyage  by  a 
French  privateer.  His  captors 
treated  him  with  great  cruelty  ; 
for  after  having  been  kept  forty 
hours  without  food  or  water,  he 
was  carried  into  Brest,  and  con- 
fined, with  the  other  prisoners 
tal<  en  in  the  packet,  in  he  castle  of 
thnt  place.  Here  his  sufferings 
u  re  b'U  little,  if  at  all,  diminish- 
ed ;  for  after  being  cast  with  the 
crew,  and  the  rest  of  the  passen- 
ger*, into  a  filthy  dungeon,  and 
there  kept  a  considerable  time 


without  nourishment,  a  joint  of 
mutton  was  at  length  thrown  into- 
the  midst  of  them,  which,  for 
want  of  the  accommodation  of  so 
much  as  a  solitary  gnife,  they 
were  obliged  to  tear  to  pieces, 
and  gnaw  like  dogs.  In  this  dun- 
geon he  and  his  companions  in 
misfortune  continued  nearly  a 
week,  having  been  compelled 
to  lie  for  six  nights  upon  the 
floor  of  their  miserable  dungeon, 
with  nothing  but  straw  to  shelter 
them  from  its  noxious  damps. 

Whilst  at  Carpaix  he  corres- 
ponded with  the  English  prison- 
ers at  Brest,  Morlaix,  and  Din- 
nam,  and  had  sufficient  evidence 
of  their  being  treated  with  such 
barbarity,  that  many  hundreds 
had  perished,  and  thirty-six  were 
buried  in  a  hole  at  Dinnam  in  one 
day.  His  humanity  being  excited 
by  this  affecting  statement  of  the 
wretched  situation  of  so  many  of 
his  gallant  countrymen,  to  much 
of  whose  cruel  treatment  he  had 
himself  been  an  eye-witness,  and 
even  shared  in  its  horrors,  he  lost 
no  time  in  making  so  strong  a  re- 
presentation upon  this  subject  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Sick  and 
Wounded  Seamen,  that  they  not 
only  gave  him  their  thanks  for  his 
information,  but  took  such  imme- 
diate and  effectual  measures  for 
getting  the  injury  redressed,  that 
he  had  soon  the  satisfaction  of 
learning,  that  the  prisoners  at 
war  confined  in  the  three  prisons 
to  which  he  had  more  particular- 
ly directed  their  attention,  were 
sent  home  in  the  first  cartel  ships 
that  arrived  in  England,  being 
entirely  indebted  for  their  deliv- 
erance from  their  accumulated 
sufferings  to  his  benevolent  and 
timely  interference  on  their  be- 
half. It  is  to  this  event  that  Mr. 
H.  himself  refers  the  first  excite- 
ment of  that  attention  to  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  those  of  his 
fellow-creatures,  who  were  sick 
and  in  prison,  with  no  one  to  visit 
or  relieve  them,  which  afterwards 
so  fully  occupied  the  greater  part 
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of  sixteen  years  of  his  useful,  but 
most  laborious  life.  It  was  some 
time,  however,  before  the  im- 
pression thus  made  upon  his  mind 
by  the  barbarity  with  which  he 
himself  had  been  treated,  or  by 
the  still  greater  hardships  which 
he  had  seen  some  of  his  country- 
men undergo,  coupled  with  the 
witnessing  of  other  scenes  of  a 
somewhat  similar  nature,  had  the 
effect  of  inducing  him  to  devote 
all  the  most  active  energies  of  his 
being  to  the  devising  and  carry- 
ing into  execution  his  beuevolent* 
plans  for  the  relief  of  persons 
under  similar  circumstances  of 
aggravated  distress. 

But  we  must  now  return  to  the 
contemplation  of  Mr.  H.'s  char- 
acter in  the  domestic  relations  of 
life.  He  had  not  been  many 
years  in  his  native  country  after 
the  hardships  he  had  experienced 
abroad,  before  he  formed  a  con- 
nexion, which  was  at  once  the 
immediate  source  of  some  of  the 
sweetest,  and,  in  its  consequences, 
an  occasion  of  some  of  the  bitter- 
est moments  of  his  existence. 
This  was  his  second  marriage, 
on  the  25th  of  April,  1758,  with 
Miss  Henrietta  Leeds,  eldest 
daughter  of  Edward  Leeds,  Esq. 
of  Croxton,  in  Cambridgeshire, 
one  of  his  Majesty's  sergeants  at 
law.  and  father  to  the  late  Edward 
Leeds,  Esq.  a  master  in  chancery, 
and  member  in  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Ryegate,  and  Joseph 
Leeds,  Esq.  who  died  some  years 
since,  at  his  house  at  Croydon, 
where  he  had  long  resided, 
like  his  elder  brother,  in  what  it 
is  presumed  he  considered,  a 
state  of  single  blessedness.  This 
alliance  was,  in  every  respect,  a 
suitable  one.  The  lady  to  whom 
he  now  became  united,  possessed, 
in  no  ordinary  degree,  all  the  softer 
virtues  of  hersex  ;  and  as  far  as  we 
can  judge  from  the  miniature  for- 
merly in  the  possession  of  her  hus- 
band, and  now  in  that  of  her  female 
attendant,  she  was  by  no  means 
deficient  in  personal  attractions. 


Though  educated  in  a  manner 
suited  to  her  father's  fortune  and 
professional   rank   in    life,  she 
seems  not  to  have  imbibed  any  of 
that  love  of  dress,  but  too  com- 
mon with  females  in  her  situation. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  it  appears, 
that  soon  after  her  marriage,  she 
sold  some  jewels  she  had  no  long- 
er any  inclination  to  wear,  and 
put  the  money  into  a  purse,  call- 
ed by  herself  and  her  husband, 
"The  Charity  Purse,"  from  its 
contents  being  consecrated  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  and  the  relief 
of  the  destitute.    To  how  many 
a  thoughtless  daughter  of  dissipa- 
tion— to  how  many  a  fashionable 
wife,  who  is  now  sparkling  in  her 
jewels  in  the  dress  box  of  a  the- 
atre,— swimming  down  the  cir- 
cling mazes   of   the  dance,  or 
losing  all  the  modesty  which  was 
once  the  peculiar  characteristic, 
and  the  most  resistless  charm  of 
her  sex,  in  the  wanton  fascina- 
tions of  the  waltz,  as  she  blazes 
in  the  splendour — whilst  she  riv- 
ets the  eye  of  the  lascivious,  and 
crimsons  the  cheek  of  the  virtu- 
ous, by  the    voluptuousness  of 
her  dress, — might  it  be  said,  in 
the  plain   but  forcible  language 
of  inspiration,  "Go  thou  and  do 
likewise  V    Of  this  valuable  as- 
sistant he  was,    however,  too 
soon  deprived  ;  for  his  domestic 
happiness  received  a  sudden  and 
a  final  shock,  by  the  removal  of 
the  beloved  object  of  his  fondest 
affections,    soon   after  she  bad 
given  birth  to  a  son,  the  first 
and  only  issue  of  their  marriage. 
This  afflicting  event  happened 
on  the    31st  of  March,   1765  ; 
and  though,  as  a  christian,  Mr. 
H.  bowed  with  resignation  to  a 
blow  that  laid  his  dearest  enjoy- 
ments and  hopes  of  happiness  in 
this  world  in  the  dust,  as  a  man, 
and  as  a  husband,  he  felt  it  in  all 
its  poignancy. 

The  minister  under  whom  Mr. 
H.  first  sat  as  a  regular  hearer, 
after  his  settlement  at  Carding- 
ton,  was  Mr.  Saunderson,  pastor 
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of  the  Congregational  church  at 
Bedford,  once  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  celebrated  John 
Bunyan.  With  this  church  he 
continued  to  be  an  occasional 
communicant  as  long  as  Mr. 
Saunderson  lived,  which  was  but 
a  few  years  after  he  himself 
came  to  reside  in  Bedfordshire. 
Upon  the  ministry  of  his  succes- 
sor, the  Rev.  Joshua  Symonds, 
he  continued  to  attend,  until  the 
year  1772,  when  a  division  in  the 
church  took  place,  on  account  of 
Mr.  Symonds,  the  pastor,  having 
avowed  the  sentiments  of  the 
Baptists,  which  had  been  those 
of  all  the  pastors  of  the  church, 
from  its  being  founded  in  1650, 
till  Mr.  Ebenezer  Chardler,  who 
succeeded  Mr.  Bun)  an  * 

Alter  having  left  England,  it 
was  with  the  design  of  spending 
the  winter  either  at  Geneva,  or 
in  the  south  of  Italy  :  but  that 
plan  he  abandoned,  upon  his  ar- 
rival at  Turin,  for  reasons  which 
cannot  better  be  explained  than 
from  the  following  extract  from 
his  own  journal. 

"Turin,  1769,  Nov.  30.  My 
return  without  seeing  the  south- 
ern part  of  Italy  was  on  much 
deliberation,  as  1  feared  a  misim- 
provement  of  a  talent  spent  for 
mere  curiosity  at  the  loss  of  ma- 
ny Sabbaths,  and  as  many  dona- 
tions mu*t  be  suspended  for  my 
pleasure,  which  would  have  been, 
as  I  hope,  contrary  to  the  gener- 
al conduct  of  my  life,  and  which, 
on  a  retrospective  view  on  a 
death-bed,  would  cause  pain,  as 
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unbecoming  a  disciple  of  Christ, 
whose  mind  should  be  formed  in 
my  soul.  These  thoughts,  with 
distance  from  my  dear  boy,  de- 
termine me  to  check  my  curiosi- 
ty, and  be  on  the  return  Oh  ! 
why  should  vanity  and  folly,  pic- 
tures and  baubles,  or  even  the 
stupendous  mountains,  beautiful 
hills,  or  rich  vallies,  which  ere 
long  will  all  he  consumed,  en- 
gross the  thoughts  of  a  candidate 
for  an  eternal  everlasting  king- 
dom— a  worm  ever  to  crawl  on 
earth  whom  God  has  raised  to 
the  hope  of  glory,  which  ere 
long  will  be  revealed  to  them 
who  are  washed  and  sanctified  by 
faith  in  the  blood  of  the  divine 
Redeemer!  Look  forward,  O  my 
soul  !  how  low,  how  mean,  how 
little,  is  every  thing  but  what 
has  a  view  to  that  glorious  world 
of  light,  life,  and  love. — The  pre- 
paration of  the  heart  is  of  God — 
prepare  the  heart,  O  God  !  of 
thy  unworthy  creature,  and  unto 
thee  be  all  the  glory,  through 
the  boundless  ages  of  eternity  !n 
(Signed)    "J.  H." 

"This  night  my  trembling  soul 
almost  longs  to  take  its  Jlight  to 
see  and  know  the  wonders  of  re- 
deeming love — join  the  triumph- 
ant choir — sin  and  sorrow  fled 
away — Gcd  my  Redeemer  all  in 
all — Oh  !  happy  spirits  that  are 
safe  in  those  mansions." 

"  Florence  being  the  seat  of 
the  arts,  I  visited  the  famous 
gallery  many  days,  from  whence 
1  travelled  to  this  renowned  city. 
The  amazing  ruins  of  temples, 
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*  In  a  Life  of  Mr  Howard,  it  is  said,  that  "till  this  period,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  suppose  until  death  dissolved  the  bond  of  union,  Mr  H  still 
considered  himself  to  be  as  upon  the  principles  of  the  Independent  churches." 
This  appears  likely  to  be  correct,  as  Mr  H  left  Mr  Symonds,  and  assisted  to 
build  the  Independent  Meeting-house  at  Bedford  ;  especially  if  (as  his  biogra- 
pher asserts)  44  he  had  his  son  baptized  at  Cardington."  We  suppose  the 
opinion  that  was  generally  entertained  of  Mr.  H 's  having  belonged  to  the  Bap- 
list  denomination,  arose  from  his  always  attending",  when  in  London,  the  minis- 
try of  the  late  Dr  Samuel  Stennett,  and  from  some  strong  passages  in  his  let- 
ters to  that  excellent  minister.  We  feel  no  inclination  to  contend  tins  unimpor- 
tant matter.  Whether  he  was  a  Baptist  or  not,  Mr.  H.  was  a  Christian  of 
the  good  old  sort,  whose  spirit  and  conduct  are  worthy  of  imitation. 
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palaces,  aqueducts,  &c.  gives  one 
some  faint  idea  of  its  ancient 
grandeur,  but  comparatively  now 
a  desert.  The  description  of 
them,  as  also  of  St  Peter's  church 
and  the  Vatican,  1  must  defer 
till  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you.  The  Pope  passed  very  close 
by  me  yesterday  ;  he  waved  his 
hand  to  bless  me.  1  bowed  ; 
but  not  kneeling,  some  of  the 
Cardinals  were  displeased.  But 
I  never  can  nor  will  to  any  human 
creature  or  invention,  as  I  should 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  the 
adoration  1  have  seen  to  him  and 
the  wafer.  My  temper  is  too 
open  for  this  country,  yet  an  im- 
portant piece  of  news  of  this 
court  (expuls-n  of  the  J  s-its)that 
I  now  know,  I  durst  not  commit 
to  writing.  That  crudest  of  all 
inventions,  the  Inquisition,  stops 
all  mouths." 

No  sooner  had  Mr.  H.  entered 
upon  the  office  of  High  Sheriff  in 
the  County  of  Bedford,  than  with 
a  zeal  and  promptitude  which 
characterized  all  his  proceedings, 
he  applied  himself  to  the  active 
discharge  of  its  duties,  which  he 
resolved  not  to  leave  (as  they 
generally  are  left)  to  an  under 
Sheriff,  whose  chief  object  is  but 
too  often  to  put  as  much  money 
as  he  can  into  his  pocket,  by 
performing  all  the  drudgery,  and 
taking  upon  himself  all  the  re- 
sponsibility of  a  station,  the  hon- 
our and  expense  of  which  alone 
belong  to  his  principal.  His 
wand,  therefore,  was  regularly  to 
be  seen  in  the  court;  but  with- 
out the  insignia  of  his  office,  he 
was  as  regularly  to  be  met  with  in 
the  prison,  examining  into  the 
condition  and  government  of  ev- 
ery part,  even  to  its  inmost  cell. 

From  the  1 5th  to  the  27th  of 
the  month  of  November,  both  in- 
clusive, he  was  occupied  in  visit- 
ing the  gaols  for  the  counties  of 
Northampton,  Leicester,  Not- 
ingham,  Derby,  Stafford,  War- 


wick, Worcester,  Gloucester, 
Oxford,  and  Buckingham. 

From  Aylesbury  Mr.  H.  re- 
turned home  to  Cardington,  hav- 
ing witnessed,  in  the  course  of 
his  journey,  enough  of  the  misery 
existing  in  our  prisons,  to  induce 
him  to  form  the  benevolent  reso- 
lution to  obtain  a  more  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  particulars  and 
extent  of  it,  by  enlarging  the 
sphere  of  his  observations  to 
most  of  the  county  gaols  in  En- 
gland. Ten  days  had  according- 
ly scarcely  elapsed,  from  the 
completion  of  his  former  tour, 
ere  he  set  off  upon  a  third,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  visited  the 
gaols  for  the  Counties  of  Hert- 
ford, Berks,  Wilts,  Dorset,  Hants, 
and  Sussex,  being  out  from  the 
9th  to  the  17th  of  December  in- 
clusive. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  a 
western  journey,  which  he  per- 
formed in  the  short  space  of  a 
single  week,  he  was  also  himself 
examined  before  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  of  Commons  ; 
when  he  gave  such  full  and  satis- 
factory answers  to  the  questions 
proposed  to  him,  as  to  the  un- 
healthy condition  of  many  of  the 
English  gaols  at  this  time,  the 
cau*e  of  this  alarming  evil,  and 
the  best  modes  of  removing  it, 
that  upon  the  house  being  re- 
sumed, the  chairman  (Sir  Thomas 
Clavering)  reported,  that  "he 
was  directed  by  the  Committee 
to  move  the  house,  that  John 
Howard,  Esq.  be  called  in  to  the 
bar,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do 
acquaint  him  that  the  house  are 
very  sensible  of  the  humanity  and 
zeal  which  have  led  him  to  visit 
the  several  gaols  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  communicate  to  the  house 
the  interesting  observations  he 
has  made  upon  that  subject.'' 
And  the  house  having  been  mov- 
ed accordingly,  and  the  motion 
carried  nemine  covtradicente,  our 
illustrious  countryman  had  the 
honour  of  receiving,  in  the  mids* 
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of  an  assembled  senate,  the  meed 
of  praise,  which  he  so  richly  me- 
rited from  those,  who  now  con- 
veyed to  him  his  country's  grate- 
ful thanks  for  his  benevolent  ex- 
ertions in  behalf  of  the  most  des- 
titute and  outcast  members  of  her 
community. 

After  having  visited  most  of 
the  prisons  in  England,  France, 
Holland,  Flanders,  Germany, 
Italy,  Switzerland,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Russia,  Poland,  Portu- 
gal. Spain,  Netherlands,  Malta, 
and  Turkey,  he  was  taken  very 
ill  whilst  remaining  at  Cherson. 

Bekig  fully  prepared  for  a 
change,  which  was  now  rapidly 
approaching,  on  the  18th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1790,  the  symptoms  of 
this  great  and  good  man's  dis- 
ease began  to  assume  a  still  more 
alarming  appearance,  for  he  was 
then  seized  with  a  violent  hick- 
npping,  which  continued  the 
next  day,  until  it  was  somewhat 
allayed  by  some  musk  draughts, 
administered  by  direction  of  his 
medical  attendant.  On  a  friend, 
Admiral  Priestman,  inquiring  af- 
ter his  health,  he  replied,  That 
his  end  was  approaching  very 
fast,  that  he  had  several  things 
to  say  to  him,  and  thanked  him 
for  having  called  upon  him. 
"There  is  a  spot.*'  said  he,  "near 
the  village  of  Dauphigny  ;  this 
would  suit  me  nicely.  You  know 
it  well,  for  1  have  often  said,  that 
I  should  like  to  be  buried  there  ; 
and  let  me  beg  of  you,  as  you 
value  your  old  friend,  not  to  suf- 
fer any  pomp  to  be  used  at  my 
funeral;  nor  any  monument,  nor 
monumental  inscription  whatso- 
ever, to  mark  where  1  am  laid  ; 
but  lay  me  quietly  in  the  earth, 
place  a  sun-dial  over  my  grave, 
and  let  me  be  forgotten."  When 
his  friend  returned  to  him  with 
the  intelligence,  that  he  had  ex- 
ecuted his  commission  respecting 
the  place  of  his  interment,  his 
countenance  brightened,  a  gleam 


of  satisfaction  came  over  his  face, 
and  he  prepared  to  go  to  bed. 
As  the  Admiral  still  remained  with 
him,  he  gave  him  the  letter  to 
read,  which  communicated  the 
improvement  that  seemed  to  have 
taken  place  in  his  son's  health  : 
and  when    he  had  read  it,  he 
turned  his  languid  head  on  the 
pillow,  and  asked,  u  Is  not  this 
comfort  for  a  dying  father  ?"  He 
then  expressed  great  repugnance 
to  being  buried  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Greek  church,  and 
begged  the  Admiral  not  only  to 
prevent  all  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  Russian  priests,  but 
himself  to  read  the  burial  service 
of  the  Church  of  England  over 
his  body,  at  his  interment,  which 
was  the  last  request  he  ever 
made,  and  indeed  nearly  the  last 
words  his  lips  pronounced,  as  he 
was  soon  afterwards  seized  with 
a  third  fit,  and  ceased  to  speak 
for  an  hour  or  two  previous  to 
his  decease.    Still,  however,  he 
was  sensible  a  while  ;   as,  on  be- 
ing requested  to  let  the  physician 
be  sent  for,  who  was  then  at  some 
little  distance  from  his  residence, 
he  nodded  his  head  by  way  of 
assent,  though  it  was  too  late. 
Before  he  could  arrive,  the  rat- 
tling in  his  throat  had  begun,  and 
he  soon  afterwards  breathed  his 
last,  at  about  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  20th  of  January, 
1790.     We  shall  conclude  this 
brief  Memoir  of  Mr.  H.  with  the 
celebrated     panegyric    of  Mr. 
Burke  on  his  character. 

1,4 1  cannot  name  this  gentle- 
man without  remarking,  that  his 
labours  and  writings  have  done 
much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts 
of  mankind.  He  has  visited  all 
Europe — not  to  survey  the  sump- 
tuousness  of  palaces,  or  the  state- 
liness  of  temples  ;  not  to  make 
accurate  measurements  of  the  re- 
mains of  ancient  grandeur,  nor 
to  form  a  scale  of  the  curiosity  of 
modern  art,  nor  to  collect  med- 
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als,  or  collate  manuscripts  ;  but 
to  dive  into  the  depths  of  dun- 
geons ;  to  plunge  into  the  infec- 
tion of  hospitals  ;  to  survey  the 
mansions  of  sorrow  and  pain  ;  to 
take  the  gauge  and  dimensions  of 
misery,  depression,  and  con- 
tempt ;  to  remember  the  forgot- 
ten, to  attend  to  the  neglected, 
to  visit  the  forsaken,  and  com- 
pare and  collate  the  distresses  of 
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all  men  in  all  countries.  His 
plan  is  original  :  it  is  as  full  of 
genius  as  it  is  of  humanity.  It 
was  a  voyage  of  discovery,  a  cir- 
cumnavigation of  charity.  Al- 
ready the  benefit  of  his  labour  is 
felt  more  or  less  in  every  coun- 
try :  I  hope  he  will  anticipate 
his  final  reward  by  seeing  all  its 
effects  fully  realized  in  his  own." 

[Eng.  Bap.  Mag. 
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IN  the  next  clause  of  the  pas- 
sage, in  which  the  apostle  speaks 
of  their  having  tasted  of  the  heav- 
enly gift,  the  evidence  rises,  if 
possible,  still  higher.  By  the 
heavenly  gift,  we  are  to  under- 
stand Jesus  Christ,  including  all 
the  blessings  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  which  are  deposited  in  his 
hands,  and  which  believers  enjoy 
in  him.  Then  tasting  of  the  heav- 
enly gift  imports  a  participation 
of  those  blessings,  and  such  a 
knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  Je- 
sus Christ,  as  is  peculiar  to  true 
believers.  Thus  says  the  pro- 
phet, uO  taste  and  see  that  the 
Lord  is  good."*  And  thus  the 
apostle  exhorts  christians  :  "  As 
new  born  babes  desire  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may 
grow  thereby,  if  so  be  that  ye  have 
tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious."! 
Tasting,  so  far  as  the  writer  has 
observed,  is  uniformly  expressive 
of  experimental,  in  distinction 
from  speculative  knowledge  of 
the  object  tasted.  Thus  said  our 
Lord  :  "Verily  I  say  unto  you, 
there  be  some  standing  here 
which  shall  not  taste  death,  until 
they  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming 
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in  his  kingdom."];  So  Christ  is 
said  to  have  tasted  death  for  ev- 
ery man.§  And  he  says,  "None 
of  tho.se  men  that  were  bidden, 
shall  taste  of  my  supper."1T  Tast- 
ing that  the  Lord  is  good,  that  he 
is  gracious,  desiring  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word,  and  tasting  of 
Christ's  Supper,  are  unquestiona- 
bly expressive  of  such  a  partici- 
pation of  the  blessings  of  divine 
grace  as  is  peculiar  to  real  saints  ; 
and  unless  we  can  find  some  oth- 
er texts  where  lasting,  with 
Chri>t  as  its  object,  is  predicated 
on  persons  of  an  opposite  charac- 
ter, the  regular  rules  of  exigesis 
will  oblige  us  to  allow  that  the 
Apostle  is  here  describing  the 
character  of  real  saints. 

By  the  phrase,  partakers  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  some  have  understood 
the  common  influences  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  true  in  fact,  that  those 
who  have  been  under  the  com- 
mon or  awakening  influences  of 
the  divine  Spirit,  and  have  Allien 
away,  are  absolutely  beyond  the 
reach  of  mercy,  so  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  renew  them  again  to 
repentance.    Others  have  refer- 


*  Isa.  xxxiv.  8.  |  1  Pet.  ii.  2,  3.  *  Matt.  xvi.  28. 

$  Heb.  ii.  9.  1i  Luke  xiv  24. 
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ed  it  to  the  extraordinary  and 
miraculous   gifts    of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  say  that  these  gifts 
were  imparted  to  upregenerate 
men,  in  common  with  real  chris- 
tians, that  Judas  had  the  power  of 
working  miracles,  and  casting  out 
devils.    But  this  does  not  seem  to 
be  quite  certain ;    for  although 
Judas   was  numbered  with  the 
twelve  Apostles,  to  whom  those 
powers  were  given  ;  yet  we  have 
no  particular  account  that  Judas 
personally   ever   exercised  any 
such  powers:  But  if,  to  avoid  a 
needless  dispute,  we  should  admit 
that  Judas  had  those  powers,  and 
did  occasionally  employ  them,  in 
common   with  the    rest  of  the 
twelve,  it  would  prove  very  little 
to  the  purpose.     The  case  of 
Judas  was  manifestly  singular  and 
in  every  respect  extraordinary  ; 
the  station  he  filled,  the  relation 
in  which  he  stood,  the  character 
which  he  sustained,  and  the  part 
he  acted,  were  peculiar  to  him:  to 
himself,  those  traits  of  character 
belonged,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  men ;  so  that  the  case  of 
Judas  never  can  with  propriety 
be  drawn  in  as  a  general  exam- 
ple.    It  is  very  plain  that  Peter 
considered  the  reception  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  as  an  evidence  of 
real  grace,  when  he  said  ;  "  Can 
any  man  forbid  water,  that  these 
should   not  be   baptized  which 
have  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as 
well  as  we  ?*"  On  the  supposition 
that  the  impartation  of  the  divine 
Spirit  was  common  to  believers 
and  unbelievers,  the  argument  of 
the  Apostle   would    have  been 
totally    inconclusive :    as  their 
having  received  the  Holy  Ghost, 
would  have  been    no  evidence 
that   Cornelius   and  his  friends 
were  true  believers,  and  so  the 
proper  subjects  of  christian  bap- 
tism. 

Tasting  the*  good  word  of  God, 
and  the  powers  of  the  world  to 
come,  do  if  our  former  obser- 


vations are  correct,  express  such 
an  experimental  knowledge  and 
enjoyment  of  them  as  is  peculiar 
to  true  believers 

But  the  great  difficulty  still 
remains ;  the  question  which,  it 
is  presumed  has  induced  many 
divines  to  reject  this  plain  and 
natural  exposition  of  the  pas- 
sage under  consideration,  is  this  ; 
does  it  not  prove  the  liability  of 
real  saints  so  to  apostatize,  as  to 
be  finally  lost  ? 

The  answer  is,  that  it  does  not, 
any  more  than  our  Saviour's  say- 
ing, *l  If  I  should  say  I  know  him 
not,  I  should  be  a  liar  like  unto 
you,"  proves  the  liability  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  deny  his  knowledge  of  his 
Father,  and  become  a  liar.  The 
fact  is,  that  there  are  vast  num- 
bers of  hypothetical  propositions 
in  the  Scriptures,  which  were 
never  intended  to  assert  the  fact 
supposed.      Although    this  text 
does  not  prove  the  liability  of 
saints  to  final   apostacy,   yet  it 
proves  what  the  Apostle  intended 
to  prove  by  it,  that  is,  that  true 
christians  can  never  be  in  such 
circumstances,  as  that  it  should 
be  necessary  for    them   to  lay 
again  the  foundation  of  repentance 
from  dead  works,  and  faith  to- 
wards God.     This  could  never 
be  necessary,   unless  the  foun- 
dation once  laid,  should  be  raised 
by  crucifying  the  Son  of  God  a- 
fresh,  and  putting  hirn  to  an  open 
shame  :  This  the  Apostle  assures 
will  never   take    place  :   u  But, 
beloved,  we  are  persuaded  bet- 
ter things  of  you,  and  things  that 
accompany  salvation,  though  we 
thus  speak.     For  God  is  not  un- 
righteous to  forget  your  work 
and  labour  of  love,    which  ye 
have  shewed  towards  his  name, 
in  that  ye  have  ministered  to  the 
saints,  and  do  minister  ;t  which  is 
as  much  as  if  he  had  said  :  you 
have,   brethren,    exhibited  the 
proper  evidences   that  you  are 
true  believers,  and  as  God  has  en- 


•  Acts  ix.  47.  f  Heb-  ix- 10- 
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gaged  that  true  believers  shall 
be  kept  by  his  power,  through  faith 
unto  eternal  salvation,  I  rely  upon 
his  faithfulness,  and  am  persuaded 
that  you  will  not  fall  away,  nor 
crucify  the  Son  of  God  afresh;  and 
upon  this  principle  I  exhort  you 
to  sheiv  the  same  diligence  in 
learning  experimentally  the  mind 
of  God  until  you  arrive  at  the  full 
assurance  of  hope. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  this  passage 
of  scripture,  when  rightly  under- 
stood, is  so  far  from  proving  the 
final  apostacy  of  saints,  that  it 
proves  the  reverse ;  and  so  far 
from  being  a  ground  of  perplex- 
ity, doubt,  and  discouragement 
to  christians,  it  was  intended, 
and  is  happily  calculated,  to  re- 
move their  doubts,  and  to  estab- 
lish and  comfort  them. 

It  only  remains  for  the  writer 
to  express  his  fervent,  devout  de- 
sires that  this  feeble  effort  to  shed 
light  upon  this  text  may  be  at- 
tended with  the  divine  blessing. 

PHILOLOGOS. 


METAPHORS  OF  SCRIPTURE. 

A  metaphor  signifies  a  transfer  ; 
and  implies  that  the  term  so  used 
is  diverted  from  its  literal  and 
primary  sense.  As  this  figure 
occurs  more  frequently  in  Scrip- 
ture than  all  others  united,  it 
merits  some  attention.  I  might 
also  add,  that  the  Bible,  more 
than  almost  any  other  book  that 
falls  under  our  notice,  abounds 
with  this  figure.  One  obvious 
reason  is,  the  nature  of  its  sub- 
jects. It  treats  of  the  affections 
of  the  soul,  of  God,  of  spirits,  of 
the  resurrection  and  final  judg- 
ment, of  heaven  and  hell  ; — sub- 
jects the  farthest  removed  from 
the  observation  of  our  senses,  and 
with  which  we  have  the  least  ac- 
quaintance. Our  only  knowledge 
of  some  of  these  is  derived  from 

vol.  iw.  7 


the  Scriptures.  Now  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  inspired  writers,  in 
order  to  communicate  to  us  in- 
struction concerning  subjects,  of 
which  we  had  little  or  no  previ- 
ous knowledge,  must  have  re- 
course to  material  objects  for 
illustration  ;  must  take  language 
already  existing  and  already  ap- 
propriated to  particular  ideas, 
and  adapt  it  to  other  subjects ; 
i.  e.  use  it  metaphorically. 

Metaphor,  like  figurative  lan- 
guage generally,  has  its  founda- 
tion in  the  relation  of  similitude. 
It  is  in  fact,  though  not  in  form, 
a  comparison.  Thus  the  met- 
aphorical expression,  God  is  a 
sun,  i9  not  different  in  the  senti- 
ment from  the  comparison,  God 
is  like  the  sun.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  a  formal  compar- 
ison is  not  so  forcible,  nor  so  well 
adapted  to  express  strong  emo- 
tions, as  a  metaphor. 

The  grand  fault  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  metaphors,  is,  ex- 
tending the  resemblance  beyond 
what  the  writer  intended.  The 
writer  has  in  his  eye  some 
single  point  of  resemblance. 
This  point  is  generally  very  ob- 
vious ;  though  from  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  the  resemblance  is 
often  somewhat  remote. 

Thus  God  is  denominated  a 
shield.  Is  any  labour  necessary 
to  show  that  in  most  respects 
there  is  no  resemblance  between 
God  and  a  shield  '?  that  it  cannot 
be  with  respect  to  the  substance, 
shape,  or  sound  of  the  shield  ? 
Its  use,  i.  e.  to  afford  protection, 
appears  to  be  the  point  in  view  ; 
though  even,  as  to  this  point,  the 
resemblance  cannot  be  very 
strict. 

God  is  called  a  Father  :  there- 
fore say  some,  it  cannot  be.  that 
he  will  cause  or  permit  any  of 
his  creatures  to  be  forever 
wretched.  But  is  he  not  also 
called  a  King  and  Judge  ?  Let 
the  same  mode  of  reasoning  be 
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applied  to  these  terms,  and  what 
will  be  the  prospects  of  trans- 
gressors and  rebels  like  ourselves. 

Because  man  is  said  to  have 
been  created  in  the  image  of  God, 
some  have  supposed  that  God 
was  a  corporeal  being:  and  be- 
cause our  Saviour  is  called  the 
Son  of  God,  others  have  imagined 
him  to  be  as  literally  and  strictly 
so,  as  Isaac  was  the  son  of  Abra- 
ham. 

Christ  is  called  a  vine,  door, 
way,  corner-stone,  shepherd, 
lamb,  physician.  What  a  heter- 
ogeneous being  should  we  make 
him,  if  we  attempted  to  unite  in 
him  all  or  any  considerable  part 
of  the  properties  of  these  various 
objects  ! 

Christians,  by  the  same  figure, 
are  called  the  salt  of  the  earth, 
the  light  of  the  world,  the  temple 
of  God,  sheep.  Now  we  are  not 
to  inquire,  how  many  resemblan- 
ces a  visionary  interpreter  might 
fancy  between  christians  and  salt, 
light,  temples,  sheep.  But  what 
are  the  resemblances,  the  prom- 
inent, leading  resemblances,  aim- 
ed at  by  the  writer? 

IMLAC. 


SCRIPTURE   PARABLES    AND  ALLEGO- 
RIES. 

The  word  Parable  is  used  with 
considerable  latitude  of  significa- 
tion. It  sometimes  denotes  any 
thing  spoken  obscurely,  and 
needing  explanation  ;  and  so  com- 
prehends proverbs  and  enigmas. 
At  other  times,  it  seems  to  de- 
note little  more  than  moral  pre- 
cept ;  (as  Luke  xiv.  7.)  or  a  com- 
parison or  illustration  ;  (as  Luke, 
xv.  4,  and  8.)  But  more  com- 
monly, it  is  a  formal  narrative,  in- 
stituted to  convey  some  particular 
instruction.  This  narrative  may 
be  fictitious,  or  founded  on  fact. 
All  parables  are  a  kind  of  alle- 
gory. 


An  allegory  is  a  figure  by  which 
one  thing  is  presented  to  the 
view,  and  another  thing  signified 
by  it.  The  former,  or  the  thing 
presented  to  one  of  the  exter- 
nal senses,  has  been  denominated 
the  immediate  representation  ; 
and  the  latter,  or  thing  signified, 
the  ultimate  representation.  The 
former  is  the  mere  livery  or  dress 
of  the  latter.  The  interpreta- 
tion of  the  former,  is  an  inter- 
pretation of  words ;  but  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  latter,  is  an  inter- 
pretation of  things.  Had  this 
distinction  been  observed,  much 
wildness  in  explaining  this  kind 
of  writing  might  have  been  avoid- 
ed. But  by  jumbling  together 
these  two  different  operations, 
we  become  interpreters  of  words, 
and  not  of  things  signified  by 
tbem.  Take,  for  example,  the 
parable  ot  the  mustard  seed,  to 
which  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
likened:  (Matt.  xiii.  31.)  In  at- 
tempting to  give  the  meaning  of 
this,  how  unskilful  would  any 
person  appear,  if,  instead  of  look- 
ing at  the  only  thing  designed,  to 
wit,  the  increase  of  Christ's  king- 
dom, he  should  dwell  on  the  prin- 
cipal word  in  the  immediate  rep- 
resentation ;  should  enter  into  a 
detail  of  the  qualities  of  mustard, 
and  run  a  parallel  between  these 
qualities  and  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  !  But  this  is  what  has 
been  practised  on  many  of  the 
parables. 

An  allegory  cannot,  like  a  met- 
aphor, consist  of  a  single  word. 
It  comprises  the  whole  immedi- 
ate proposition,  which  is  intend- 
ed to  suggest  another  to  which  it 
bears  some  resemblance.  This 
resemblance,  however,  arises  not 
from  the  meaning  of  single  words, 
but  from  the  meaning  of  the 
whole  taken  together.  For  ex- 
ample, 'it  is  not  meet  to  take  the 
children's  bread,  and  to  cast  it  to 
dogs.'  This  is  the  immediate 
representation,  designed  to  indi- 
cate the  ultimate  one.    The  wo- 
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man  addressed  was  at  no  loss  for 
the  meaning  ;  namely,  that  it  is 
not  proper  to  take  away  benefits 
from  natives  or  Jews,  and  give 
them  to  foreigners  or  Gentiles. 
In  this,  our  Saviour  spoke  after 
the  Jewish  manner.  But  this 
sentiment  is  gathered,  not  from 
any  thing  in  the  word  bread  to 
signify  benefits,  or  the  word  dogs 
to  signify  foreigners ;  but  from 
the  whole  proposition  taken  to- 
gether, and  from  the  occasion  on 
which  it  was  spoken. 

There  is  another  fault ;  that  of 
making  every  single  circumstance 
in  the  immediate  representation, 
mean  something  special  in  the 
doctrinal  part  or  ultimate  repre- 
sentation. Thus  in  the  parable 
of  the  prodigal  son,  some  give  a 
particular  significancy  to  the  ring 
and  the  shoes  with  which  he  was 
adorned  by  the  father  :  not  con- 
sidering that  this  is  the  mere  fill- 
ing up  of  the  picture,  so  to  speak  ; 
the  natural  expressions  of  a  kind 
reception,  and  designed  to  signify 
nothing  more. 

That  all  the  circumstances  or 
incidents  of  the  immediate  repre- 
sentation are  to  be  taken  as  a 
whole,  and  are  designed  to  illus- 
trate more  forcibly,  than  could  be 
done  without  them,  the  general 
truth  to  be  conveyed,  is  evident 
from  the  fact,  that  different  par- 
ables are  spoken  to  inculcate  the 
same  truth.  The  three  para- 
bles, for  instance,  in  Luke  xv. 
were  all  spoken  by  our  Lord  on 
the  same  occasion,  and  for  the 
same  object ;  namely,  to  justify 
his  attention  to  the  interests  of 
the  less  esteemed  and  less  moral 
part  of  the  community.  The 
parables  of  the  mustard  and  of 
the  leaven,  (Matt.  xiii.  31,  and 
33,)  are  both  designed  to  set 
forth  the  great  increase  of  Christ's 
kingdom.  And  those  of  the 
treasure  in  the  field  and  of  the 
pearl  of  great  price,  (in  verses 
44,  and  45,  of  the  same  chapter,) 
were  both  spoken  to  denote  the 


superior  value  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  the  duty  of  sacrificing 
every  thing  to  secure  an  interest 
in  it.  By  truths  being  thus  pre- 
sented in  different  points  of  view, 
they  are  more  vividly  impressed 
on  the  mind ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  we  are  enabled  to  deter- 
mine with  more  certainty  what  is 
essential  in  these  different  para- 
bles, for  we  are  not  to  regard  par- 
ables as  mere  aphorisms.  Some 
particular  truth  is  to  be  enforced ; 
some  definite  point  to  be  illus- 
trated. To  know  what  this  is, 
we  must  look  at  the  general  scope 
or  drift  of  eadh. 

This  view  may  be  further  con- 
firmed by  the  fact,  that  th.e  same 
parable  is  spoken  on  different  oc- 
casions, or  recorded  by  different 
evangelists,  with  no  small  diver- 
sity of  incident.  Compare  Matt, 
xxv.  14 — 30.  and  Luke  xix.  12 — 
27.  The  parables  in  both  places 
are  substantially  the  same,  and 
designed  to  inculcate  the  same 
great  truth  ;  to  wit,  that  men 
will  be  rewarded  in  proportion 
to  the  use  they  make  of  their  tal- 
ents. But  many  of  the  circum- 
stances are  different.  In  one 
case,  the  number  of  servants  is 
mentioned  ;  in  the  other,  not  : 
and  the  number  of  talents  com- 
mitted to  them  is  different  in  the 
two  cases. 

Few  parables,  probably,  have 
been  more  sadly  tortured  by  al- 
legorizing commentators,  than 
that  of  the  good  Samaritan, 
(Luke  x.  30 — 37.)  It  was  spok- 
en in  reply  to  the  interrogation 
of  a  self-righteous  Jew, 1  And  who 
is  my  neighbour  ?'  It  is  well 
known,  that  the  Jews  held  in  ut- 
ter contempt  all  nations,  but  their 
own ;  and  that  the  Samaritans 
were  objects  of  their  special 
hatred.  The  design  of  our  Lord 
appears  to  have  been  to  break 
down  these  narrow  prejudices; 
to  extend  the  benevolence  and 
beneficence  of  this  Jewish  law- 
yer; and  the  parable  seems  ad- 
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mirably  adapted  to  produce  the 
desired  effect.  But  those,  who 
are  not  contented  to  find  in  a  par- 
able instruction  on  some  one  im- 
portant point,  must  find  in  this  a 
whole  system  of  divinity  ; — must 
discover  the  fall  of  man,  his  res- 
cue by  Christ,  the  giving  of  the 
Old  and  New-Testaments ;  the 
duties  of  the  gospel  minister;  and 
other  particulars  too  numerous  to 
be  detailed. 

The  explanation  of  the  para- 
ble is  sometimes  explicitly  added  ; 
as  in  those  of  Nathan  the  proph- 
et, (2  Sam.  xii.)  of  the  vineyard, 
(Isa.  v.)  of  the  sower  and  of  the 
tares,  (Matt,  xiii.)  :  sometimes 
more  indirectly,  but  still  in  such 
a  manner  as  not  to  leave  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  ;  as  in  those 
of  Jotham,  (Judg.  ix.)  of  Joash, 
(2  Chron.  xxv.  18.)  and  of  the 
vine.  (Ps.  lxxx.)  In  other  cases, 
the  meaning  is  to  be  obtained 
from  a  careful  examination  of  the 
whole  context  and  all  parallel 
places ;  from  the  design  of  the 
speaker  or  writer,  the  occasion, 
the  primary  word,  history,  and 
the  nature  of  the  thing.  And  we 
must  be  careful  to  distinguish  the 
fundamental  parts  from  those 
which  are  added  merely  for  or- 
nament or  verisimilitude. 

The  parabolic  mode  of  instruc- 
tion is  of  very  ancient  usage  ;  and 
is  attended  with  important  advan- 
tages. 

The  general  truths  are  illus- 
trated by  some  single  instance  : 
and  a  general  rule,  when  applied 
to  a  particular  case,  has  always 
more  force,  than  when  not  exem- 
plified. To  general  truths,  the 
belief  of  which  does  not  directly 
affect  our  practice,  we  yield  a 
cold  and  unfeeling  assent.  But 
when  illustrated  by  some  sen- 
sible object,  or  familiar  image, 
we  no  longer  remain  uninterest- 
ed. Conviction  forces  itself  up- 
on our  minds.  Take,  for  exam- 
ple, the  parable  of  the  rich  man, 
whose  ground  brought  forth  plen- 


tifully, (Luke  xii.  16,)  which  was 
spoken  by  Christ  to  guard  his 
hearers  against  covetousness  ; — a 
parable  equally  necessary  for  us  at 
the  present  day.  When  our  Lord 
says,  1  Take  heed  and  beware  of 
covetousness  ;  for  a  man's  life 
consisteth  not  in  the  abundance 
of  things  which  he  possesseth,'  we 
acknowledge  the  propriety  of  the 
admonition  and  the  force  of  the 
reason.  But  when  we  see  a  man 
set  before  us  in  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances, who  is  wholly  intent 
on  schemes  «>f  wealth  and  aggran- 
dizement; and  when  we  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Almighty  suddenly 
calling  him  away  from  all  his  un- 
executed schemes,  the  folly  and 
madness  of  the  worldling  rush 
with  deep  effect  upon  our  minds  : 
we  pity  the  deluded  churl. 

Parables  and  allegories  are  al- 
so an  admirable  vehicle  for  the 
conveyance  of  reproof.  When  a 
man  is  reproved,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  he  will  be  offend- 
ed, and  will  seek  to  conceal  or 
justify  his  conduct.  But  when  he 
is  once  betrayed  into  a  condem- 
nation of  a  similar  fault,  his  re- 
treat is  cut  off;  and  conscience 
compels  him  to  confess  his  guilt. 
What  could  not  be  told  in  a  di- 
rect manner,  or  if  told  would  not 
be  received,  may  be  told  in  a  way 
of  similitude.  1MLAC. 
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It  is  not  a  little  amusing  to 
perceive,  with  what  self-compla- 
cency some  men  of  our  times 
speak  of  themselves,  as  being 
the  descendants  of  the  venerable 
pilgrims,  who  first  settled  on 
these  western  shores.  To  hear 
them  on  particular  occasions,  one 
would  be  led  to  suppose,  that 
such  was  their  veneration  for  the 
religion  of  their  ancestors,  that 
nothing  would  induce  them  to 
deviate  from  their  principles  in  a 
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single  iota.  But  how  stands  the 
case  in  point  of  fact?  Have  they 
not  repudiated  the  religion  of 
their  fathers  as  being  corrupt  in 
principle,  and  pernicious  in  prac- 
tice ?  Do  they  not  treat  with 
the  most  supercilious  contempt 
all  such  christians  as  still  adhere 
to  the  doctrines  embraced  by  the 
Fathers  of  New  England  ? 

Will  any  have  the  temerity  to 
deny,  that  these  "  venerable  pil- 
grims," as  they  are  frequently 
called,  were  disciples  of  the  Ge- 
nevian  school,  and  decidedly  Cal- 
vinistic  in  their  system  of  doc- 
trines ?  That  in  their  discipline 
and  manners,  they  might  be  con- 
sidered Puritans,  of  the  strictest 
sect  ? 

These  piou3  fathers  were  also, 
all  of  them,  Trinitarians.  Never, 
it  is  believed,  were  they  heard  to 
close  a  prayer,  without  ascribing 
equal  honours  to  the  Son,  as  to 
the  Father.  Indeed  with  them, 
the  divinity  of  Christ,  was  an  es- 
sential component  part  of  their 
system  of  religion.  They  most 
sacredly  held  the  necessity  of  the 
Holy  Spirit's  influence,  to  change 
the  hearts  of  sinners.  The  doc- 
trine of  regeneration  by  this  di- 
vine Agent,  was  by  them  consid- 
ered a  scripture  doctrine,  and 
they  were  not  ashamed  to  avow  it. 

What  are  the  sentiments  of 
those  who  claim  to  be  considered 
as  the  sons  of  the  Pilgrims  ?  They 
are  Antitrinitcrians.  Whether 
they  are  Arians  or  Socinians  is  of 
no  consequence.  They  indeed 
profess  to  call  themselves  Unita- 
rians. But  this  term,  rightly  un- 
derstood, is  not  sufficiently  defi- 
nite to  distinguish  their  real  sen- 
timents. We  know  of  no  chris- 
tian sect  deserving  of  the  name, 
which  does  not  believe  in  the  u- 
nity  of  God.  The  Unitarian  a- 
vowal  of  this  sentiment,  is  not  in- 
tended so  much  to  distinguish 
their  own  belief,  as  to  implicate 
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others  in  the  absurdity,  of  wop- 
shipping  a  plurality  of  Gods.  The 
fathers  of  New  England  ascribed 
divine  honours  to  Jesus  Christ. 
Their  degenerate  children  re- 
fuse to  honour  the  S.on  as  they 
honour  the  Father.  The  former 
believed  in  the  doctrine  of  total 
moral  depravity,  in  the  univer- 
sal corruption  of  human  nature. 
The  latter  deny  and  ridicule  the 
doctrine,  although  they  give  the 
most  convincing  evidence  of  its 
truth. 

The  fathers  of  New  England 
believed  in  the  atonement  made 
by  the  Son  of  God,  and  built  all 
their  hopes  of  salvation  upon  his 
blood  and  righteousness.  They 
considered  their  holiest  works  of 
piety  and  benevolence,  not  as  the 
ground  of  their  acceptance  with 
God  ;  but  only  as  the  fruits  and 
evidences  of  their  faith.  These 
fathers  believed,  as  Trinita- 
rians now  believe,  that  is,  they 
believed  in  Christ,  u  In  whom  we 
have  redemption  through  his  blood, 
the  forgiveness  of  sins,  according 
to  the  riches  of  his  grace." 

But  in  what  light  do  Unitarians 
consider  the  death  of  Christ?  Do 
they  consider  it  necessary,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  sins  of  the 
world  ?  Or  do  they  consider  his 
sufferings  upon  the  cross,  as 
merely  giving  him  the  elevated 
rank  of  a  martyr  ! 

u  We  have  no  desire,"  (says  a 
distinguished  advocate  for  Unita- 
rianism*)  "  to  conceal  the  fact, 
that  a  difference  of  opinion  exists 
among  us,  in  regard  to  an  inter- 
esting part  of  Christ's  mediation  ,* 
I  mean  in  regard  to  the  precise 
influence  of  his  death  on  our  for- 
giveness. Some  suppose,  that 
this  event  contributes  to  our  par- 
don, as  it  was  a  principal  means 
of  confirming  his  religion,  and  of 
giving  it  a  power  over  the  mind  , 
in  other  words,  that  it  procures 
forgiveness  by  leading  to  that  re 


THE  SONS  OF  THE  PILGRIMS. 


•  Vid.  Dr.  Ckanning's  sermon  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Sparks, 


THE  SONS  OF  THE  PILGRIMS. 


[March, 


pentance  and  virtue,  which  is  the 
great  and  only  condition  on  which 
forgiveness  is  bestowed." 

Here  we  have  a  view  of  the 
light  in  which  Unitarians  consid- 
er the  death  of  Christ.  It  does 
not,  however,  appear  to  have  any 
just  agreement  with  the  scripture 
doctrine  on  this  all-important 
point.  It  supposes,  "that  Christ's 
death  procures  forgiveness  by 
leading  to  that  repentance  and 
virtue,  which  is  the  great  and  on- 
ly condition  on  which  forgiveness 
is  bestowed."  But  what  influ- 
ence can  the  death  of  Christ  have 
in  producing  repentance,  more 
than  the  death  of  any  other  man, 
unless  we  admit  that  u  he  died  for 
our  sins."  But  could  he  die  for 
our  sins,  unless  he  died  as  a  sub- 
stitute ?  Nor  does  it  appear  from 
the  scriptures,  that  God  forgives 
the  sinner  for  the  sake  of  his  re- 
pentance ;  but  for  the  sake  of 
what  Christ  has  done. 

"  Many  of  us,"  says  the  writer  a- 
bove  quoted,  "are  dissatisfied  with 
this  explanation,and  think  that  the 
scriptures  ascribe  the  remission 
of  sins  to  Christ's  death  with  an 
emphasis  so  peculiar,  that  we 
ought  to  consider  this  event  as 
having  a  special  influence  in  re- 
moving punishment  as  a  condition 
or  method  of  pardon,  without 
which  repentance  would  not  avail 
its,  at  least  to  that  extent  winch  is 
now  promised  in  the  gospel." 

The  reader  needs  only  to  com- 
pare both  these  statements  with 
the  scripture  account,  to  see  their 
total  incorrectness.  The  first 
supposes,  that  the  great  and  only 
condition  on  which  forgiveness 
is  bestowed,  is  "  repentance  and 
virtue  ;"  and  that  Christ's  death 
is  no  otherwise  concerned  in 
it,  than  as  a  means  of  producing 
this  repentance.  This  excludes 
every  idea  of  atonement.  The 
last,  considers  Christ's  death 
"as  having  special  influence  in 
removing  puwshmtnt,  as  a  con- 
dition  or    method   of  pardon. 


without  which  repentance  would 
not  avail  us."  This  seems  like 
the  last  effort  of  Unitarianism,  to 
make  out  some  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  the  death  of  Christ, 
without  admitting  his  true  charac- 
ter. But  what  is  it?  Why  an  in- 
fluence exerted  in  removing  pun- 
ishment ?  for  what  purpose  ?  Why 
as  a  condition  or  method  of  par- 
don. What  a  sublime  descrip- 
tion of  this  stupendous  event! 
It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped,  that 
believers  in  the  atonement,  may 
never  be  guilty  of  greater  ab- 
surdities in  explaining  that  doc- 
trine, than  are  here  presented  to 
the  mind,  and  all  this  under  the 
imposing  name  of  rational  Chris- 
tianity. 

We  would  modestly  inquire, 
in  what  sense  or  in  what  way 
Christ's  death  can  possibly  have 
an  influence  in  removing  punish- 
ment, without  admitting  the  doc- 
irine  of  substitution,  which  Uni- 
tarians utterly  deny?  If  Christ's 
sufferings  were  not  vicarious ;  if 
bis  sacrifice  upon  the  cross  was 
not  by  God's  special  appointment 
to  be  considered  as  an  atonement 
for  sin,  we  can  perceive  no  possi- 
ble connexion  between  his  death 
and  the  pardon  of  transgressors. 
Yet  without  it,  it  is  acknowledged 
that  "  our  repentance  would  not 
avail  us,  at  least  to  the  same  ex- 
tent." If  repentance  without  the 
death  of  Christ  will  avail  us  at 
all,  there  can  be  no  imaginable 
reason  assigned,  why  it  should 
not  avail  in  every  possible  case, 
and  to  every  conceivable  degree. 

If  we  have  been  able  to  under- 
stand this  author's  double  state- 
ment respecting  the  connexion 
between  Christ's  death  and  the 
forgiveness  of  sins,  it  is  either, 
considered  as  a  motive  to  u  repen- 
tance and  virtue," — or,  as  hav* 
ing  "  special  influence  in  remov- 
ing punishment,  as  a  condition  or 
method  of  pardon."  Neither  of 
these  positions  can  be  admitted, 
without    admitting    also,  that 
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Christ's  death  was  designed  to 
make  an  atonement  for  sin. 
What  motive  can  be  urged  from 
his  death  in  favour  of  repentance, 
any  more  than  from  the  death  of 
Stephen,  or  any  other  person,  un- 
less it  be  admitted  that  he  died 
for  our  sins?  The  other  position 
labours  under  a  similar  difficulty  ; 
for  unless  we  admit  that  Christ 
mffered,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  his 
death  can  have  no  "  influence  in 
removing  punishment,"  nor  in 
bringing  us  to  God. 

It  hence  appears  that  Uni- 
tarians rely  chiefly  on  their  own 
repentance  and  virtue  for  for- 
giveness, and  consider  the  death 
of  Christ  merely  auxiliary  in  this 
important  concern.  They  ex- 
press themselves,  it  is  true,  with 
great  caution,  by  saying,  that 
•*  without  the  death  of  Christ  re- 
pentance would  not  avail  us" — 
(Had  the  sentence  closed  here 
we  should  not  have  objected  ;  but 
it  was  thought  necessary  to  qual- 
ify it,  by  adding)  "  at  least  to  that 
extent  which  is  now  promised  in 
the  gospel."  It  would  be  highly 
interesting  to  know  how  far  re- 
pentance unconnected  with  the 
death  of  Christ  will  avail  us,  and 
how  far  we  are  indebted  to  him 
for  the  remainder  of  our  forgive- 
ness. 

We  feel  constrained  to  con- 
sider Unitarianism  in  all  its  parts 
and  principles,  as  infinitely  derog- 
atory to  the  character  of  the 
Saviour ;  and  even  in  the  attempt 
which  has  been  made  to  show, 
that  his  death  may  be  of  some 
little  advantage  in  aiding  our  re- 
pentance, we  can  perceive  no 
♦ause  to  alter  this  opinion. 

The  scriptures  teach  us  that 
sinners  are  forgiven  not  in  part, 
but  wholly  on  account  of  what 
Christ  has  done.  Thus  Paul  ex- 
horted the  Ephesians  "  to  forgive 
one  another,  as  God  for  ChrisCs 
take  had  forgiven  them." 
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That  repentance  is  not  only 
required,  but  actually  produced 
in  all,  who  are  the  subjects  of 
forgiving  mercy,  will  readily  be 
admitted.  But  that  this  repen- 
tance is  the  meritorious  cause 
of  their  forgiveness  is  denied. 
Holiness  is  no  less  required  than 
repentance ;  sinners  are  not  for- 
given because  they  are  holy,  but 
that  they  may  be  made  holy.  If 
God  forgives  sinners  for  Christ's 
sake,  then  he  does  not  forgive 
them  on  account  of  their  repent- 
ance. The  gospel  represents 
Christ  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour 
exalted  by  the  right  hand  of  God, 
to  give  repentance  and  remission  of 
sins. 

The  scriptures  represent  the 
death  of  Christ  as  an  instance  of 
unbounded  mercy,  and  of  love 
without  a  parallel !  u  Herein,  said 
an  apostle,  is  love,  not  that  we 
loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us, 
and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propit- 
iation for  our  sins."*  u  Greater 
love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that 
a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends."t  "  But  God  commend- 
ed his  love  toward  us,  in  thai 
while  we  were  yet  enemies 
christ  died  for  us. "J  w 1  de- 
livered unto  you,  first  of  all,  that 
which  I  also  received,  how  that 
christ  died  for  our  sins  accord- 
ing to  the  scriptures. "Who 
was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and 
raised  again  for  our  justification. "|j 
M  Ought  not  Christ  to  suffer  these 
things,  and  to  enter  into  his 
glory. "IT 

But  why,  we  ask,  ought  Christ 
to  suffer  these  things  ?  Did  he. 
who  was  "holy,  harmless,  un- 
defined, and  separate  from  sin- 
ners," deserve  it  on  his  own  ac- 
count? Or  was  it  only  as  he  was 
considered  as  our  surety  ?  Let 
men  lay  their  hands  on  their 
hearts  and  answer  this  question. 
We  know  the  Jews  assigned 
another  reason,  why  he  ought  to 
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die,  i.  e.  u  because  he  said  God 
was  his  Father,  thereby  making 
himself  equal  with  God."* 

Do  those  who  call  themselves 
the  sons  of  the  pilgrims,  preach 
the  same  gospel  which  their  fath- 
ers did  ?  This  is  a  serious  ques- 
tion. "  1  determined,1'  said  Paul 
to  the  Corinthians,  "  not  to  know 
any  thing  among  you,  save  Jesus 
Christ,  and  him  crucified."  w  We 
preach  Christ  crucified,  to  the 
Jews  a  stumbling  block,  and  to 
the  Greek  foolishness."  I*  Christ 
crucified,  the  theme  of  Socinian 
preaching,  or  is  the  subject  rarely 
mentioned?  Let  those  who  hear 
them  answer,  if  they  please. 

On  the  whole,  the  claim  of 
modern  Unitarians,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  descendants  of  the 
pilgrims,  will  avail  them,  we 
should  suppose,  about  as  much, 
as  that  of  the  Jews  in  the  days 
of  Christ  of  being  the  seed  of 
Abraham.  They  valued  them- 
selves as  having  descended  from 
that  venerable  patriarch.  When 
their  impiety  was  reproved  and 
their  religion  challenged,  this 
was  their  defence,  "  We  be  A- 
braham's  seed."  I  know,  re- 
plied the  Saviour,  that  "ye  are 


Abraham's  seed,  but  ye  seek  to 
kill  me,  because  my  word  hath 
no  place  in  you." — "  If  ye  were 
the  children  of  Abraham,  ye 
would  do  the  works  of  Abra- 
ham." 

Sons  of  the  pilgrims— If  your 
ancestors,  whose  religion  you 
profess  to  venerate  were  neither 
fanatics,  idolators,  nor  hypocrites, 
but  true  men,  they  were  worthy 
of  the  praises  you  bestow  upon 
them.  But  remember,  that  in  eu- 
logizing their  religion,  you  con- 
demn yourselves,  for  having  re- 
nounced the  very  doctrines  for 
which  they  were  principally  dis- 
tinguished. You  will  do  well, 
also,  to  remember,  that  in  con- 
demning those  christians  of  the 
present  day,  who  follow  their 
faith,  and  imitate  their  stern  Pu- 
ritan virtues,  you  virtually  con- 
demn them. 

To  be  accounted  rational  chris- 
tians, you  certainly  ought  to  be 
consistent,  and  not  condemn  in 
others  what  you  applaud  in  your 
ancestors.  If  you  wish  to  be 
thought  liberal  christians,  be  care- 
ful to  manifest  a  liberal  spirit 
towards  others.  Verbum  sapienti 
sat  est.  <Pi\xfot6os. 


EXTRACT  FROM  WITHERSP0ON  ON  THE  ATONEMENT. 


It  is  lamentable  to  think,  that 
there  should  be  any  that  call 
themselves  Christians,  and  yet  re- 
fuse to  acknowledge  this  truth, 
(that  Christ's  death  is  a  proper 
atonement  for  sin.)  which  is  wov- 
en, if  I  may  so  speak,  through 
the  whole  contexture  both  of  the 
law  and  the  gospel.  It  brings  to 
my  mind  the  story  of  an  ancient 
artist,  who,  being  employed  to 
build  a  magnificent  and  elegant 
temple,  had  the  ingenuity  to  in- 
scribe upon  it  his  own  name,  and 
so  to  incorporate  it  both  with  the 
ornaments  and  body  of  the  struc- 
ture, that  it  was  impossible  to  ef- 

•  John 


face  the  name,  without,  at  the 
same  time,  destroying  the  fabric. 
In  the  same  manner,  Christ  dying 
for  sin,  is  engraven  in  such  char- 
acters, through  the  whole  reveal- 
ed will  of  God,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  take  it  away  without  o- 
verturning  the  whole  system.  It 
was  for  this  end  Christ  came  into 
the  world  ;  for  this  end  he  bore 
the  name  of  Jesus,  or  the  Sa- 
viour ;  and  for  this  end  he  be- 
came the  High  Priest  of  our  pro- 
fession, that  he  might,  by  one  of- 
fering, for  ever  perfect  them  (hat 
are  sanctified.  [Lum. 
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Religion  a  Social  Principle.  A  Ser- 
mon delivered  in  the  church  in  Fed- 
eral Street,  Boston,  Dec  10,  1820. 
By  William  Ellery  Channing,  min- 
ister of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Federal  Street.  Published  at  the 
request  of  the  hearers.  Boston, 
printed  by  Russel  and  Gardner. 

Our  readers,  we  are  persuaded, 
will  bear  us  testimony,  that  in  con- 
ducting this  work  we  have  gen- 
erally avoided  religious  contro- 
versy. In  pursuing  this  course, 
we  hope,  we  have  not  been  in- 
fluenced by  an  indifference  to  the 
truth,  or  a  pusillanimous  fear  of 
avowing  our  sentiments  ;  but 
by  a  conviction  that  theologic- 
al disputes,  as  they  are  too  often 
managed,  are  not  only  unprofit- 
able, but  engender  the  worst  of 
passions.  Hence,  we  have  pre- 
ferred to  leave  the  field  of  war- 
fare to  others,  and  devote  our  la- 
bours to  an  illustration  of  sub- 
jects which  were  likely  to  have 
a  practical  effect  on  the  tempers 
and  lives  of  christians.  We  are 
satisfied,  however,  that  the  time 
has  arrived,  when  it  would  be 
improper  for  those  who  are  set 
for  the  defence  of  the  gospel,  to 
remain  silent.  It  is  a  duty  they 
owe  to  the  cause  of  truth,  to  gird 
on  their  armour,  and,  at  least,  to 
stand  on  the  defensive.  We  are 
led  to  this  conclusion  from  the 
systematic  and  persevering  at- 
tempts which  are  employed  in 
support  of  u  Unitarianism  ;"  and, 
we  regret  to  add,  the  ungener- 
ous attacks  which  are  made  on 
the  sentiments  and  principles  of 
orthodox  christians. 

We  must  confess  we  arose  from 
the  perusal  of  Dr.  Channing's 
sermon  with  feelings  of  surprise 
and  grief.  We  naturally  suppos- 
ed, that  he  would  urge  the  im- 
portance of  supporting  religion 

vol.  m.  8 


by  law  ;  but  we  did  not  expect  to 
find  so  many  illiberal  remarks 
on  other  christians,  by  a  person 
who  makes  such  distinguished 
claims  to  liberality  of  sentiment. 

His  professed  object  is  to 
shew,  that  11  religion  is  a  social 
principle;"  from  which  he  infers, 
that  "  a  community,  once  con- 
vinced of  this  great  truth,  is 
bound  to  incorporate  it  into  its 
public  institutions."  Had  he  con- 
fined his  remarks  to  these  two 
points,  however  we  might  have 
disagreed  with  him  in  the  infer- 
ences which  he  makes,  we  should 
probably  have  offered  no  animad- 
versions on  his  discourse.  But 
because  there  are  some  christians 
who  believe,  "  that  religion  is  a 
private  affair  between  man  and 
his  Maker,  with  which  his  neigh- 
bour has  no  concern,"  Dr.  C. 
is  pleased  to  represent  them  aa 
discarding  the  idea,  that  religion 
is  a  social  principle.  He  re- 
marks ;  "  this  is  a  revival  of  the 
old  doctrine,  which  drove  men 
from  society  to  worship  God  in 
deserts,  and  we  cannot  but  won- 
der that  this  error  of  the  most 
thorough  fanaticks  should  be  es- 
poused by  some,  who  claim  su- 
periority to  vulgar  prejudice.'-' 
In  our  humble  apprehension,  this 
mode  of  reasoning  is  very  far 
from  correct.  Does  it  necessa- 
rily follow  that  they  who  believe 
religion  to  be  "  a  private,  person- 
al thing,  a  concern  between  the 
individual  and  God,"  must  view 
it  as  an  anti-social  system  ?  We 
think  not.  If  we  understand  Dr. 
C.  we  as  firmly  believe  as  he  does, 
that  u  religion  is  a  social  princi- 
ple, intimately  united  with  social 
duty,  operating  upon  us  as  social 
being3  ;  and  that  it  is  not  a  secret 
to  be  locked  up  in  our  own 
hearts,. but  a  sentiment  to  be  com- 
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municated,  shared,  and  strength- 
ened," by  all  the  means  which 
reason  and  revelation  dictate. 

As  far  as  our  acquaintance  ex- 
tends, this  is  a  view  of  religion 
which  is  universally  current. 
We  know  none  who  are  called 
orthodox  that  deny  this  sentiment. 
If  they  did,  they  would  deny  some 
of  the  plainest  truths  of  revela- 
tion. They  would  call  in  ques- 
tion, facts  which  are  daily  occur- 
ring1 before  their  eyes ;  and  would 
be  faithless  to  the  operations  of 
religion  in  their  own  hearts. 
They  who  deny  that  Christianity 
is  designed  to  regulate  the  social 
feelings,  and  prescribe  duties  for 
the  government  of  social  life, 
must  have  very  defective  views 
of  its  nature,  and  would  rob  it  of 
its  beauty  and  excellence,  as  a 
religion  adapted  to  the  social  na- 
ture of  man.  We  have  the  most 
convincing  evidence,  that  the  re- 
ligion of  Christ  is  designed  to  reg- 
ulate the  social  affections  from 
the  effects  which  it  produces  in 
those  that  believe.  It  teaches  us 
to  weep  with  those  that  weep; 
and  to  rejoice  with  those  that  re- 
joice. It  induces  us  to  visit  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor  and  needy  ; 
and  opens  our  hearts  and  hands 
to  relieve  their  wants.  It  not 
only  commands  us  to  do  justice, 
but  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  God.  As  a  social 
principle,  religion  not  only  binds 
man  to  his  family  and  country, 
but  to  the  whole  human  race.  It 
awakens  sympathies  for  the 
wants  and  the  sorrows  of  man- 
kind. It  is  to  religion,  operating 
on  the  social  affections,  that  we 
are  indebted  for  the  exertions 
which  have  been  made  for  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen.  Bi- 
ble societies,  missionary  socie- 
ties, and  many  other  benevolent 
institutions,  are  all  the  fruits  of 
religion,  operating  as  a  social 
principle,  on  the  hearts  of  men. 
It  is  this,  which  has  led  men  not 
only  to  offer  their  property  on 


the  altar  of  benevolence,  but 
themselves  ;  that  they  might  be 
the  instruments  of  making  their 
fellow  creatures  happy  in  time 
and  in  eternity.  And  we  assert, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
no  class  of  christians  have  mani- 
fested this  social  principle  in  all 
its  length  and  breadth  to  such  an 
extent,  as  those  who  believe, 
that  sinners  must  be  regenerated 
by  the  spirit  of  God,  and  pardon- 
ed through  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

But  while  we  believe,  that  re- 
ligion is  a  social  principle,  we  al- 
so believe,  "  that  it  is  a  personal 
thing,  a  concern  between  the 
individual  and  God  ;  a  private 
affair  between  man  and  his  Mak- 
er, with  which  his  neighbour  has 
no  right  to  interfere."  It  is  so 
in  two  respects  ;  as  it  relates  to 
the  personal  experience  of  the 
christian,  and  his  accountability 
to  his  Maker. 

As  it  relates  to  the  personal 
experience  of  the  christian,  re- 
ligion is  a  concern  between  the 
individual  and  God.  Is  there  no 
private  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween a  christian  and  his  Maker? 
W7hat  then  are  we  to  understand 
by  the  language  of  our  Saviour  ? 
Matt.  vi.  6.  w  But  thou,  when 
thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  clos- 
et, and,  when  thou  hast  shut  thy 
door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which  is 
in  secret  ;  and  thy  Father,  which 
seeth  in  secret  shall  reward  thee 
openly."  What  is  meant  by  hat- 
ing fellowship  with  the  Father, 
and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ? 
Is  there  nothing  personal  or  pri- 
vate in  these  exercises  between 
the  individual  and  God  ? 

Religion  is  also  a  private  mat- 
ter between  man  and  his  Maker, 
with  which  his  neighbour  has  no 
right  to  interfere,  as  it  respects 
his  accountability  to  God.  It  is 
the  peculiar  province  of  Jehovah 
to  try  the  reins  and  judge  the 
hearts  of  men.  To  him  alone  we 
are  amenable  for  our  views  and 


1821. J 


REMARKS  ON  DR.  CHANNINg's  SERMON. 


19 


motives,  and  exercises  on  the 
subject  of  religion.  44  Who  art 
thou,  O  man,  that  judgest  anoth- 
er man's  servant  ?  to  his  own 
master  he  must  stand  or  fall  1" 
If  this  be  not  the  case,  to  whom 
are  we  amenable  ?  Who  shall 
intermeddle  with  our  religious 
views  ?  Shall  the  civil  magis- 
trate ?  If  the  magistrate  com- 
mands one  thing,  and  the  Lord 
another,  44  It  is  better  to  obey 
God  than  man."  Shall  a  number 
of  pious  ministers  be  constituted 
into  an  ecclesiastical  court  ?  We 
cannot  suppose  that  the  author 
of  this  sermon  would  be  willing 
to  submit  to  such  a  tribunal.  We 
hear  much  said  against  councils, 
creeds,  and  confessions  of  faith  ; 
many  congratulate  themselves, 
that  they  have  burst  these  fet- 
ters, and  have  risen  superior  to 
the  dark  and  gloomy  dogmas  of 
an  ignorant  and  superstitious  age. 
If  then,  magistrates  and  priests 
have  no  right  to  usurp  authority 
over  the  consciences  of  men,  is  it 
not  evident,  that,  as  it  respects 
our  accountability,  religion  is  that 
which  belongs  to  the  individual 
and  his  Maker,  with  which  his 
neighbour,  or  the  community, 
have  no  right  to  interfere  ?  But 
notwithstanding  these  are  the  fix- 
ed, deliberate  views  of  orthodox 
christians,  they  as  deliberately 
believe  that  Christianity  is  a  so- 
cial principle,  designed  by  its 
wise  and  beneficent  Author,  to 
lead  all  its  possessors  to  a  faithful 
and  amiable  discharge  of  all  the 
social  and  relative  duties  which 
adorn  and  bless  human  life. 

We  should  be  gratified  if  the 
author  of  this  discourse  would 
inform  us  what  individuals,  or 
body  of  christians,  maintain  u  that 
a  man's  religion  is  a  subject  in 
which  society  has  no  interest." 
We  acknowledge  we  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  any  protestants  in 
this  country,  whose  sentiments 
justify  such  a  charge.  Neither 
do  we  know  any  sect  of  chris- 


tians among  those  who  are  styled 
orthodox,  whose  principles  or 
conduct  would  lead  us  to  sup- 
pose, that  they  had  lost  sight  of 
the  peculiar  characteristic  of  re- 
ligion as  a  system  designed  to 
regulate  the  social  character  of 
man. 

There  are  several  passages  in 
this  sermon  which  we  cordially  ap- 
prove. But  we  are  sorry  to  say 
there  are  many  others  which  in 
our  opinion  exhibit  very  defective 
views  of  the  religion  of  Christ. — 
We  dare  not  affirm,  with  the  au- 
thor, 44  We  are  religious,  because 
we  are  social  beings."  Men  may 
be  very  social  beings,  and  yet  be 
enemies  to  religion,  without  hope, 
and  without  God  in  the  world.  We 
have  been  accustomed  to  trace 
the  commencement  of  religion  in 
the  heart,  not  to  the  social  nature 
of  man,  but  the  influences  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  by  which  we  are 
renewed  in  the  spirit  of  our 
minds.  In  relation  to  these  influ- 
ences the  apostle  speaks,  when 
he  says,  44  Ye  are  his  workman- 
ship, created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto 
good  works."  We  are  also  satis- 
fied that  holy,  pious  and  benevo- 
lent principles  are  sustained  and 
invigorated,  not  in  proportion  to 
the  high  degree  of  social  feeling 
we  may  possess,  but  in  propor- 
tion to  the  ascendancy  of  the 
truths  of  Christianity  over  our 
understandings  and  affections. — 
When  our  Saviour  prayed  for  his 
disciples,  he  offered  this  petition, 
44  Sanctify  them  through  thy 
truth,  thy  word  is  truth." 

Neither  dare  we  say,  that  we 
form  our  44  ideas  of  the  attributes 
of  God,  particularly  of  his  good- 
ness and  equity,  those  chief  foun- 
dations of  religion,  by  seeing 
them  manifested  in  our  fellow 
creatures,  and  in  social  life." 
Heathens  have  social  natures  as 
well  as  christians,  and  mingle  to- 
gether in  social  life  ;  but  we 
have  yet  to  learn,  that  the  scenes 
of  social  life  with  which  they  are 
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conversant,  have  given  them  any 
correct,  or  elevated  views  of  the 
tt  goodness  and  equity  of  God, 
those  Chief  foundations  of  relig- 
ion." We  admit  that  after  his 
moral  character  is  revealed  to  us, 
and  we  are  informed  that  he  is 
good,  and  just,  and  merciful, 
these  attributes  may  be  illustrat- 
ed by  referring  to  the  operation 
of  the  same  moral  qualities  as  ex- 
isting in  an  imperfect  degree  a- 
mong  the  children  of  men.  But 
we  consider  ourselves  entire- 
ly indebted  to  a  higher  source 


than  social  life  ;  even  .  to  the 
word  of  God,  for  all  the  just  and 
clear  views  which  we  have  of 
his  moral  character. 

We  close  these  strictures,  by 
expressing  our  sincere  desire 
that  our  numerous  readers  may 
have  that  "religion  which  is  a 
personal  thing,  a  concern  be- 
tween the  individual  and  God," 
and  which  also  manifests  itself  in 
a  conscientious  performance  of 
all  the  social  and  relative  duties 
of  life. 
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Feb. 26,  1820-MoungShwa-boo, 
a  sedate  and  pleasant  man,  who 
came  to  live  in  our  yard,  just  be- 
fore we  went  to  Ava,  accompa- 
nied Moung  Myat-yah  to  the  usual 
evening  worship.  When  we 
were  about  breaking  up,  Moung 
Thah-Iah  began  conversation,  by 
saying,  "  Teacher,  your  intention 
6f  going  away,  has  filled  us  all 
with  trouble.  Is  it  good  to  for- 
sake us  thus?  Notwithstanding 
present  difficulties  and  dangers, 
it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  this 
work  is  not  yours  or  ours,  but 
the  work  of  God.  If  he  give 
light,  the  religion  will  spread. 
Nothing  can  impede  it."  After 
conversing  some  time,  I  found 
that  Moung  Louk,  another  inhab- 
itant of  the  yard,  had  been  listen- 
ing without.  Accordingly,  he 
was  invited  to  take  his  seat  with 
the  inquirers.  Moung  Bya  now 
began  to  be  in  earnest,  his  arm 
was  elevated,  and  his  eyes  bright- 
ened. "  Let  us  all,"  said  he, 
u  make  an  effort.  As  for  me,  I 
will  pray.  Only  leave  a  little 
church  of  ten,  with  a  teacher  set 
aver  them,  and  I  shall  be  fully 


satisfied."  Moung  Nau  took  a 
very  active  part  in  the  conver- 
sation. The  three  new  ones 
said  nothing,  except  that  they 
were  desirous  of  considering  the 
religion  of  Christ.  None  of 
them,  however,  were  willing  to 
admit,  that,  as  yet,  he  believed 
any  thing. 

We  felt  that  it  was  impossible 
for  us  all  to  leave  these  people, 
in  these  interesting  circum- 
stances ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
we  felt  it  very  important  that 
Chittagong  should  not  be  neglect- 
ed. Under  these  circumstances, 
we  came  to  the  conclusion,  that 
brother  Colman  should  proceed 
immediately  to  Chittagong,  col- 
lect the  Arrakanese  converts,  and 
form  a  station,  to  which  new  mis- 
sionaries from  the  Board  may  at 
first  repair,  and  to  which  I  may 
ultimately  flee,  with  those  of  the 
disciples  that  can  leave  the  coun- 
try, when  we  find  that  persecu- 
tion is  so  violent,  as  to  suppress 
all  further  inquiry,  and  render  it 
useless  and  rash  to  remain ;  that 
I  should  remain  in  Rangoon,  until 
the  state  of  things  becomes  thus 
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desperate,  and  then  endeavour  to 
join  brother  C.  in  Chittagong; 
but  that,  if,  contrary  to  our  ex- 
pectation, the  Rangoon  station 
should,  after  a  lapse  of  several 
months,  appear  to  be  tenable, 
and  that  for  an  indefinite  time, 
and  some  work  be  evidently  going 
on,  brother  C.  after  settling  one 
or  two  missionaries  in  Chittagong, 
to  keep  that  place,  should  rejoin 
me  in  Rangoon. 

Feb.  27th,  Lord's  Day— Had 
private  worship  in  the  zayat — 
the  front  doors  closed — none  pres- 
ent but  the  disciples  and  inquir- 
ers. 

Feb.  28th — A  visit  from  Moung 
Shwa  Gnong.  He  had  consider- 
ed (he  said)  my  last  words,  that 
one  must  believe,  and  be  bap- 
tized, in  order  to  be  a  full  dis- 
ciple ;  it  was  his  desire  to  be 
such ;  and  he  wanted  to  know 
what  outward  rules,  in  particular, 
he  must  observe,  in  case  he  should 
become  a  professor.  I  told  him, 
that  the  disciples  of  Christ,  after 
baptism,  were  associated  togeth- 
er ;  that  they  assembled  every 
Lord's  day  for  worship  ;  and  that, 
from  time  to  time,  they  received 
the  sacrament  of  bread  and  wine. 
I  then  warned  him  of  the  danger 
of  self-deception,  and  of  the 
persecution  to  which  disciples 
were  exposed  in  this  country, 
and  advised  him  to  re-consider  the 
matter  most  thoroughly,  before 
he  made  a  definite  request  for 
baptism. 

After  he  had  gone,  Oo  Yan 
(mentioned  Dec.  19th,)  came  in — 
was  disappointed  in  not  finding 
Moung  Shwa  Gnong,  having  a- 
greed  to  meet  him  at  the  mission 
house.  We  had  a  long  conver- 
sation on  doctrinal  points,  in 
which  he  discovered  a  very 
acute,  discriminating  mind. 

March  2t1. — Another  visit  from 
Oo  Yan.  Venture  to  indulge  a  lit- 
tle hoj>e,  that  truth  is  beginning 
to  operate  on  his  mind. 


March  5th,  Lord's  Dm/— Pri- 
vate worship,  as  last  Lord's  day. 
In  the  evening,  received  the  sa- 
crament of  bread  and  wine. 
Moung  Nau  was  not  present, 
having  gone  on  a  visit  to  Rau-lay, 
his  native  place.  Had  a  refresh- 
ing and  happy  season, "with  the 
two  other  disciples.  Two  of  the 
inquirers  were  spectators. 

March  8th. —In  the  evening,  had 
a  very  pleasant  and  instructive 
conference  with  the  disciples  and 
inquirers.  Moung  Thah-lah  ap- 
peared to  great  advantage. 
Took  the  lead  in  explaining  truth 
to  the  new  ones,  and  quoted 
scripture  with  singular  facility 
and  aptness.  He  has  most  evi- 
dently very  correct  views  of  the 
doctrines  of  grace.  Moung  Myat- 
yah  appears  to  begin  to  discern 
the  excellence  of  the  Christian 
system,  and  to  have  some  right 
feelings  towards  the  Saviour. 

March  10th. — Moung  Shwa 
Gnong  and  Oo  Yan  have  been 
with  me  several  hours;  but  the 
interview  has  afforded  very  little 
encouragement.  The  former 
said  but  little  on  his  own  account, 
— appearing  chielly  desirous  of 
convincing  and  persuading  his 
friend,  that  he  might  gain  (as  I 
secretly  suspected)  some  com- 
panion of  his  own  rank  in  life, 
before  he  embraced  the  new  re- 
ligion. The  latter  acted  on  the 
defensive,  and  spent  all  his  time 
in  raising  objections.  He  was 
ready  to  admit,  that  the  atheistic 
system  of  the  Boodhists,  was  not 
tenable ;  but  endeavoured  to  for- 
tify himself  on  a  middle  system, 
between  that  and  the  Christian, 
the  very  system,  in  which  Moung 
Shwa  Gnong  formerly  rested,  and 
which,  for  distinction's  sake,  may 
be  fitly  termed  the  semi-atheistic. 
Its  fundamental  doctrine  is,  that 
divine  wisdom,  not  concentrated 
in  any  existing  spirit,  or  embod- 
ied in  any  form,  but  diffused 
throughout  the  universe,  and  par 
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taken  in  different  degrees,  In 
various  intelligences,  and  in  a 
very  high  degree  by  the  Boodhs, 
is  the  true  and  only  God.  This 
poor  system,  which  is  evidently 
guilty  of  suicide,  Oo  Yan  made 
every  possible  effort  to  keep 
alive ;  but  I  really  think,  that, 
in  his  own  mind,  he  felt  the  case 
to  be  hopeless.  His  mode  of 
reasoning  is,  however,  soft,  in- 
sinuating and  acute ;  and  so  a- 
droitly  did  he  act  his  part,  that 
Moiing  Shwa  Gnong,  with  his 
strong  arm,  and  I,  with  the 
strength  of  truth,  were  scarcely 
able  to  keep  him  down. 

March  13th. — The  teacher  and 
Oo  Yan,  with  two  of  their  friends, 
came  and  spent  several  hours. 
The  former  staid  later  than  the 
others,  and  attended  evening 
worship.  I  asked  him,  whether 
there  was  any  point  in  the  Chris- 
tian system,  on  which  he  had  not 
obtained  satisfaction.  He  replied, 
that  he  was  not  yet  satisfied  as  to 
the  propriety  of  God's  appointing 
one  particular  day  in  the  week, 
for  assembling  together,  in  dis- 
tinction from  all  other  days.  I 
saw,  at  once,  why  he  has  always 
been  so  remiss  in  attending  wor- 
ship on  the  Lord's  day;  and  I 
therefore  proceeded  to  state  the 
nature  of  positive  commands,  and 
their  peculiar  excellence,  as  the 
best  test  of  obedience; — that  it 
was  evident!}'  beneficial  for  the 
disciples  of  Christ  to  assemble 
sometimes; — that  God,  in  ap- 
pointing that  such  an  assembly 
should  be  held  at  least  one  day 
in  seven,  must  be  supposed  to  be 
guided  by  wisdom,  infinitely  trans- 
cending that  of  man  ; — that  if  the 
disciples  of  Christ  are  to  meet 
once  at  least  in  seven  days,  it  is 
evidently  best  to  have  the  day  of 
meeting  designated,  in  order  to 
secure  their  general  union  and 
concert ; — and  that  the  first  day 
of  the  week  had  at  least  this 
claim  to  preference,  that  it  is  the 
day  on  which  our  Saviour  rose 


from  the  dead.  I  descanted  on 
these  points  to  his  apparent  sat- 
isfaction ;  but  let  us  see  whether 
he  will  come  next  Lord's  day. 

Later  in  the  evening,  had  an  in- 
structive conference  with  Moung 
Myat-yah  and  Moung  Shwa-boo. 
They  both  appear  to  have  ob- 
tained some  of  that  light,  which 
like  the  dawn  of  morning,  shineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect 
day. 

March    1 5th. — Another  visit 
from   the  teacher,  accompanied 
with  his  wife  and  child.  Again 
discussed  the  necessity  of  assem- 
bling on  the  Lord's  day.  Found 
that  the  sacraments  of  baptism 
and  the  supper  are,  in  his  mind, 
liable  to  similar  objections.  For- 
sook,    therefore,     all  human 
reasoning,  and  rested  the  merits 
of  the  case  on  the  bare  authority 
of  Christ,  "  Ye  are  my  friends,  if 
ye  do    whatsoever  I  command 
you."     Notwithstanding  the  re- 
mains of  his  deistical  spirit,  how- 
ever, I  obtained,  during  this  visit, 
more  satisfactory  evidence  of  his 
real  conversion,   than  ever  be- 
fore.    He  said,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  an  eternally  existing 
God,  before  he  met  with  me ; 
that  on  hearing  that  doctrine,  he 
instantly  believed  it ;  but  that  it 
was  a  long  time,  before  he  closed 
with  Christ.     Can  you  recollect 
the  time,  said  1.     Not  precisely, 
he  replied:  but  it  was  during  a 
visit,  when  you  discoursed  con- 
cerning the  Trinity,  the  divine 
sonship  of  Jesus,  and  the  great 
sufferings  which  he,  though  truly 
God,  endured  for  his  disciples. 
He  afterwards  spoke,  with  much 
Christian  feeling,  on  the  prec- 
iousness  of  the  last  part  of  the 
sixth  chapter  of  Matthew,  which 
he  heard  me  read,  day  before 
yesterday,  at  evening  worship. 

March  19th.  Lord's  Day. — 
Looked  in  vain  for  the  teacher 
and  his  acquaintances. 

March  21st. — Moung  Thah-lah 
introduced  one  of  his  relations,  by 
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name  Moung  Shwa-ba,  as  desirous 
of  considering  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. Spent  an  hour  or  two  in 
conversing  with  him.  He  was 
afterwards  present  at  evening 
worship,  and  staid  to  converse, 
after  the  rest  had  retired. 

March  22d. — Another  conver- 
sation with  Moung  Shwa-ba.  He 
appears  to  be  under  deep  relig- 
ious impressions.  His  language 
and  his  looks  evince  an  uncom- 
mon solemnity  of  spirit,  an  earn- 
est desire  to  be  saved  from  the 
wrath  to  come.  After  praying 
with  him,  I  left  him  in  company 
with  Moung  Thah-lah. 

March  23d. — In  the  morning, 
Moung  Thah-lah  informed  me, 
that  he  and  his  friend  had  sat  up 
the  greater  part  of  the  night,  in 
the  zayat,  reading  and  conversing 
and  praying.  In  the  afternoon, 
Moung  Shwa-ba  came  in  himself. 
His  expressions  are  very  strong; 
but  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  his 
sincerity.  It  only  seems  strange 
to  us,  that  a  work  of  grace  should 
be  carried  on  so  rapidly,  in  the 
soul  of  an  ignorant  heathen. 
He  presented  a  writing  containing 
a  statement  of  his  faith,  and  an 
urgent  request  to  be  baptized 
next  Lord's  day. 

March  24th.— Spent  all  the 
evening  with  Mouog  Shwa  ba. 
Feel  satisfied  that  he  has  expe- 
rienced a  work  of  divine  grace  ; 
but  think  it  advisable  to  defer  his 
baptism,  till  Sunday  after  next,  in 
order  to  allow  him  full  time  to 
re-examine  the  religion  and  the 
foundation  of  his  hopes. 

March  26th.  Lord's  day— Three 
women  present  at  worship — 
acquaintances  of  Moung  Shwa 
Gnong.  They  have  visited  Mrs. 
J.  once  or  twice  before.  The 
principal  of  them  renounced 
Gaudama,  some  years  ag^,  and 
adopted  the  semiatheistic  system, 
but  without  obtaining  any  real 
satisfaction.  Two  years  ago,  she 
met  with  a  copy  of  the  tract 
which  gave  her  an  idea  of  an 


eternally  existing  God ;  but  she 
knew  not  whence  the  paper 
came.  At  length,  Moung  Shwa 
Gnong  told  her,  that  he  had 
found  the  true  wisdom,  and  di- 
rected her  to  us.  Her  case  ap- 
pears very  hopeful. 

In  the  evening,  after  worship, 
had  a  protracted  conversation 
with  the  disciples  and  inquirers, 
on  account  of  brother  Cohnan's 
intended  departure  to-morrow. 
Moung  Shwa-ba  appeared  very 
well  indeed.  Moung  Myat-yah 
said — "  Set  me  down  for  a  dis- 
ciple. I  have  fully  made  up  my 
mind,  in  regard  to  this  religion. 
I  love  Jesus  Christ :  but  I  am  not 
yet  quite  ready  for  baptism."  Af- 
ter we  dismissed  them,  they  went 
over  to  the  zayat  of  their  own 
accord,  and  held  a  prayer  meet- 
ing. 

And  here  I  must  close  my 
journal.  We  have  spent  the  last 
evening  with  our  very  dear 
brother  and  sister  Colman. 
They  expect  to  embark  to-mor- 
row morning.  Our  parting  is 
mournful ;  for  happy,  uncommon- 
ly happy,  has  been  our  past  in- 
tercourse. Nothing,  but  a  sense 
of  duty,  could  force  the  present 
separation.  We  hope  that  it  will 
be  of  short  duration,  and  that  we 
shall  soon  re-unite  our  labours  in 
Chittagong  or  Rangoon. 

On  their  departure,  Mrs.  J.  ami 
myself  will  again  be  left  to  our 
former  "  loneliness  of  lot."  In 
this  situation  we  renewedly  com- 
mend ourselves  to  the  remem- 
brance and  the  prayers  of  the 
Board.  [Lurn. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MR9. 
JUDSON,  TO  A  FEMALE  FRIEND  IN 
WATERVILLE. 

Rangoon^  March  7,  1820. 

My  dear  Mrs.  

I  have  been  hesitating  for  a 
few  days  past,  whether  to  write 
you  by  this  opportunity  or  not, 
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but  my  inclination  has  finally  de- 
cided in  favour  of  writing. 

As  Mr.  Judson  has  written  to 
the  Board  an  account  of  his  ex- 
pedition to  Ava,  hi?  object  in  go- 
ing, and  the  distressing  result,  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  write 
any  thing  on  this  subject.  Dur- 
ing his  and  brother  Colman's  ab- 
sence, my  dear  Mrs.  Colman  and 
myself  lived  in  town,  in  as  retir- 
ed a  manner  as  possible,  never 
went  out  except  now  and  then  to 
the  mission-house.  We  were 
greatly  surprised  when  a  servant 
informed  us  that  our  husbands 
had  arrived  after  an  absence  of 
only  two  months,  when  we  ex- 
pected them  to  be  absent  at  least 
four  or  five.  My  heart  sickened, 
when  Mr.  J.  informed  me,  that 
not  the  least  toleration  from  the 
king  could  be  obtained,  that  we 
could  no  longer  prosecute  our 
work  in  a  public  manner,  and 
that  he  and  brother  C.  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  leave  Ran- 
goon and  go  and  labour  among 
the  Arrakanese,  who  live  on  the 
borders  of  the  Burman  domin- 
ions, and  speak  a  language  simi- 
lar to  the  Burman.  I  felt  I  ought 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  dealings 
of  Providence,  and  go  where  the 
path  of  duty  should  lead,  yet  my 
thoughts  instantly  reverted  to  the 
women  1  had  been  so  long  in  the 
habit  of  instructing,  and  the  little 
children  living  en  our  premises, 
some  of  whom  have  lived  there 
ever  since  our  first  arrival  in  the 
country  ;  we  immediately  remov- 
ed to  the  mission  house,  and  be- 
gan to  make  preparations  for  the 
disposal  of  our  goods  and  Mission 
property.  We  .  expected  to  find 
the  three  disciples,  who  had  ac- 
companied the  brethren  to  Ava, 
disheartened  and  discouraged, 
and  almost  ready  to  apostatize 
from  their  profession.  But  what 
was  our  surprise  and  joy,  when  in 
four  days  after  their  arrival,  two 
of  them  came  into  our  room,  and 
with  an  earnestness  never  before 


manifested,  requested  us  to  stay 
with  them  a  few  months  longer  1 
Moung  Kyaa,  a  name  which 
will  be  dear  to  the  Burman 
church  in  future  generations, 
plead  the  cause  of  the  perishing 
souls  around  with  an  eloquence 
foreign  to  himself,  and  which 
would  have  honoured  the  most 
enlightened  christian.  He  is  nat^ 
urally  bashful  and  timid,  and  ha3 
hitherto  been  remarkable  for  his 
taciturnity,  seeming  rather  to  de- 
sire to  listen  in  silence  to  what 
others  had  to  say,  than  to  express 
his  own  vi^ws  and  feelings.  But 
he  appeared  now  to  feel  that  he 
was  about  to  lose  his  all,  and  that 
one  great  exertion  must  be  made. 
"  Teacher  (said  he)  the  idea  that 
you  are  going  to  leave  us,  has  so 
deeply  impressed  and  distressed 
my  mind,  that  for  three  days  past, 
I  have  been  unable  to  do  any  busir- 
ness,  and  have  entirely  confined 
mvself  to  my  room.  My  mind  is 
hot.  I  am  not  willing  you  should 
go.  Though  the  king  has  given 
you  no  permission  to  propagate 
the  religion  of  Christ,  he  cannot 
prevent  its  spreading,  (a  senti- 
ment no  Burman  ever  dared  ut- 
ter before.)  What  will  become 
of  those  who,  having  examined 
this  religion,  wish  to  be  baptized 
and  profess  their  faith  in  Christ  ? 
I  am  incapable  of  instructing 
them,  or  of  administering  this  or- 
dinance." Mr.  J.  replied,  that  if 
there  were  any  seriously  inquir- 
ing, and  who  under  present  cir« 
cumstances  dared  to  examine  the 
religion  of  Christ,  he  would  not 
go,  however  great  the  danger  of 
staying,  that  he  had  come  to  the 
determination  of  going  only  be- 
cause he  thought  none  would 
dare  prosecute  their  inquiries, 
Moung  Kyaa  again  said,  "  I  have 
been  around  among  all  the  peo- 
ple who  live  near  us  to  see  if  any 
of  them  are  considering  the  new 
religion  ;  I  find  three  who  are 
anxious  to  be  farther  instructed^ 
Stay  with  us  at  least  till  these 
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have  had  time  to  consider,  and 
perhaps  they  will  become  the 
disciples  of  Christ."  We  were 
melted  into  tears,  and  told  him  we 
would  reconsider  whether  it  was 
best  to  go  or  not.  We  in  our 
own  minds,  however,  resolved 
that  we  would  stay  with  those 
dear  disciples,  till  we  were  abso- 
lulely  compelled  to  leave  them. 
Three  or  four  days  after  this,  the 
three  disciples,  together  with 
three  other  Burmans  who  have 
begun  to  consider,  came  up  into 
our  room,  and  again  earnestly 
solicited  us  to  stay  a  little  longer. 
3Ioung  Thah-lah  began  by  saying, 
41  Teacher,  the  circumstance  of 
your  being  about  to  leave  Ran- 
goon, is  a  source  of  sorrow  to 
those  who  have  professed  the  re- 
ligion of  Christ,  and  to  those  who 
are  now  examining  it.  Those 
who  may  be  hereafter  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  christian  re- 
ligion from  reading  the  sacred 
writings,  will  have  no  one  to  in- 
struct them  farther,  or  to  baptize 
them.  Since  we  are  thus  cir- 
cumstanced, is  it  good  for  you  to 
forsake  us?  The  work  of  spread- 
ing the  gospel  in  this  country,  is 
not  yours,  is  not  ours,  it  is  the 
work  of  God,  and  when  the  time 
arrives  for  its  establishment,  it 
will  surely  be  established,  not- 
withstanding all  opposition.*' — 
Moung  Kyaa  again  felt  the  fire 
burn,  and  with  much  energy  and 
feeling  said, 14  Teacher,  make  one 
great  exertion,  and  I  will  pray, 
and  if  we  can  get  a  little  church 
of  ten  members,  with  one  who  is 
capable  of  administering  the  or- 
dinances, then  if  you  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  going  to  another  place 
to  preach,  go,  and  we  will  stay 
here,  and  perform  the  duties  of 
religion,  in  a  still  secret  way,  a- 
greeably  to  the  sacred  writings. 
It  is  my  opinion,  that  there  will 
be  one  raised  up  among  us,  who 
is  more  learned  than  any  of  us, 
and  who  will  be  qualified  to  be 
our  teacher.  Though  government 
vol.  nr.  9 


difficulties  are  before  us,  hell  is 
also  before  us.  and  those  who  are 
really  afraid  of  hell,  cannot  help 
embracing  Christ."  44  Yes,  said 
Moung  Thah-lah,  Christ  has 
taught  us  not  to  fear  those  who 
can  kill  the  body  only,  but  to  fear 
him  who  can  destroy  both  soul  and 
body  in  hell."  Moung  Nau  unit- 
ed with  the  others,  and  used 
many  arguments  in  favour  of  our 
staying,  though  he  expected  to 
accompany  us.  Mr.  J.  then  as- 
sured them  he  had  relinquished 
the-  idea  of  leaving  them,  and  was 
rejoiced  at  the  courage  and  zeal 
they  manifested  This  my  (^ear 
Mrs.  C.  was  an  evening  long  to  be 
remembered  by  us.  Dear  broth- 
er and  sister  Colman  were  with 
us,  and  united  with  us,  in  wishing 
that  our  American  friends  could 
witness  the  happy  scene.  We 
could  see  a  way  now,  in  which 
God  'could  carry  on  the  work  of 
converting  the  Burmans,  though 
every  Missionary  should  be  driv- 
en from  the  country. 

Yes,  we  now  see  a  vine  plant- 
ed, small  indeed,  but  green  and 
flourishing,  and  doubt  not  but  the 
same  invisible  hand  which  plant- 
ed it,  will  water  and  protect  it, 
cause  it  to  shoot  out  on  every 
side,  till  the  whole  country  is 
filled  with  its  branches.  The 
three  Burmans,  who  are  now  in- 
quiring and  considering  the  re- 
ligion of  Christ,  live  on  the  mis- 
sion premises.  Two  of  them 
have  been  acquainted  with  us  for 
some  time  ;  the  other  has  lived 
with. us  only  two  or  three  months. 
We  fear  their  present  seriousness 
is  occasioned  more  by  the  fre- 
quent exhortations  of  Moung 
Kyaa,  than  by  the  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is,  however, 
very  encouraging  that  they  even 
dare  to  reflect  on  a  religion 
which  has  virtually  been  prohib- 
ited, and  when,  should  they  be- 
come real  christians,  they  have 
nothing  to  expect  but  afflictions, 
and  perhaps  death.    But  if  they 
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are  really  taught  by  the  spirit  of 
God,  he  will  constrain  them  to 
accept  of  Christ,  notwithstanding 
the  trials  which  may  await  them. 
It  is  converts  of  this  description 
that  we  want ;  we  do  not  desire 
those  of  our  making,  for  we  feel 
assured  they  would  not  hold  out 
unto  the  end.  We  all  unite  in 
thinking  it  best,  that  brother  and 
sister  Colman  should  take  passage 
for  Chittagong,  where  we  hope 
they  will  be  enabled  to  establish 
a  mission  among  the  Arrakanese. 
They  would  stand  by  us  to  the 
last,  but  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
provide  a  place  to  which  we  can 
flee,  when  our  work  is  accom- 
plished here.  Should  we  be  per- 
mitted to  stay  here  a  few  months 
longer,  to  strengthen  and  build 
up  the  little  church,  and  instruct 
those  who  are  inquiring,  we 
could  then  leave  them  under  bet- 
ter circumstances,  and  perhaps 
less  liable  to  be  molested  by  gov- 
ernment, than  if  we  were  with 
them.  They  are  not  conspicu- 
ous characters,  and  might  prob- 
ably be  permitted  to  go  on  in  the 
performance  of  their  religious 
duties,  and  even  in  proselyting 
others  of  their  own  standing, 
without  being  considered  of  suf- 
ficient consequence  to  attract  the 
notice  of  government.  But 
should  the  spirit  of  God  be  abun- 
dantly poured  out,  and  many 
Burmans  be  excited  to  inquire 
even  in  the  face  of  opposition,  we 
think  we  could  never  leave  them. 
We  wish  to  leave  it  all  with  God, 
who  has  so  often  appeared  for  us, 
when  we  had  given  up  all  hope 
from  every  other  quarter.  If  he 
has  a  work  for  us  to  do  here,  he 
will  provide  ways  and  means  for 
our  continuance.  Or  if  he  has 
some  souls  to  be  gathered  in  from 
among  the  Arrakanese  through 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  the 
Burman  language,  he  will  cause 
us  to  see  clearly  that  it  is  our  du- 
ty to  go.  We  feel  it  good  to 
trust  in  him,   endeavouring  to 


perform  present  duty,  and  leave 
it  with  him  to  provide  for  the  fu- 
ture. In  our  present  situation 
we  often  feel  the  preciousness  of 
this  passage  :  "  commit  thy  ways 
to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  direct 
thy  steps."  We  are  enabled  to 
commit  our  ways  to  him,  and 
claim  his  promises  to  direct  us. 
If  we  know  any  thing  of  our 
hearts,  we  have  but  one  prevail- 
ing wish,  to  live  and  die  among 
the  Burmans  either  here,  or  else- 
where, and  we  feel  that  no  afflic- 
tion in  this  world  could  equal  that 
of  being  denied  this  privilege. 

March  10th. — Why  is  it,  my 
dear  Mrs.  C.  that  my  heart  re- 
joices at  the  thought  of  sitting 
down  to  write  to  you  ?  Because 
I  feel  that  we  are  of  one  heart, 
and  of  one  mind  ;  that  our  senti- 
ments, our  views,  and  our  eter- 
nal prospects  are  the  same. — Be- 
cause that  I  know  that  by  so  do- 
ing, I  am  enhancing  your  happi- 
ness, and  perhaps  by  relating  to 
you  the  merciful  dispensations  of 
our  heavenly  Father,  am  the 
means  of  engaging  you  to  love 
and  praise  him  more.  We  con- 
tinue fixed  in  our  determinations 
to  continue  here,  at  least  for  the 
present.  It  is  true  we  feel  deject- 
ed at  the  thought  of  parting  with 
our  only  remaining  missionary  as- 
sociates, and  of  being  left  alone 
again  in  this  heathen  land,  but  we 
feel  comforted  with  the  reflec- 
tion, that  we  are  in  the  path  of 
duty,  and  have  still  some  remain- 
ing with  us,  who  are  the  real 
friends  of  Jesus,  and  who  but  a 
short  time  since  were  heathen 
idolaters.  Last  evening  we  had 
a  most  interesting  conference 
with  the  disciples  and  inquirers. 
Moung  Myat-yah  (one  of  the  in- 
quirers) appears  to  be  under  the 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He 
remarked,  that  he  had  never  re- 
flected seriously  on  the  religion 
of  Christ,  until  after  Mr.  J.'s  de- 
parture for  Ava.  He  farther  said 
that  he  now  believed  in  the  ex- 
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istence  of  the  eternal  God,  and 
felt  assured  that  he  had  sent  his 
Son  to  die  for  sinners,  and  that 
according  to  the  sacred  writings, 
if  he  believed  in  Christ,  and  be- 
come his  disciple,  he  should  be 
delivered  from  the  hell  he  de- 
served. When  he  thought  of 
Christ,  and  reflected  how  much 
he  had  suffered  for  sinners,  he 
felt  his  heart  affectionately  in- 
clined towards  him.  But  his  old 
mind  was  continually  at  work  to 
prevent  his  believing  this,  and  he 
had  not  been  able  entirely  to  o- 
vercome  it. 

Moung  Thwa-boo,  another  in- 
quirer, seemed  much  in  the  same 
state,  only  his  convictions  of  sin 
were  not  so  clear  as  those  of 
Moung  Myat-yah.  They  both  reg- 
ularly attend  family  worship  every 
evening,  when  they  appear  very 
solemn  and  attentive.  We  were 
for  some  time  fearful  that  their 
serious  appearance  was  owing  to 
the  zeal  of  Moung  Kyaa  only,  and 
would  wear  off  in  a  short  time  ; 
but  on  conversing  with  them,  we 
find  they  have  real  convictions, 
have  obtained  distinct  ideas  of 
the  Christian  religion,  and  we 
hope  will  ere  long  obtain  a  hope 
in  Christ.  How  singular  and 
merciful  are  the  dispensations  of 
Providence  with  this  mission  ! 
When  we  had  given  up  all  hope 
of  its  continuance,  and  were  on 
the  point  of  leaving,  behold  an 
animating  scene  is  opened  to  our 
view,  in  which  the  finger  of  God 
is  most  conspicuous  i  He  has  ef- 
fectually taught  us,  that  he  can 
carry  on  his  own  work  without 
the  aid  of  the  monarch  of  this 
country,  and  even  without  his 
permission.  When  we  reflect  on 
the  natural  timidity  of  the  Bur- 
mans,  relative  to  their  govern- 
ment, and  the  horror  they  feel 
of  exciting  its  displeasure,  we  can 
ascribe  the  serious  concern  of 
these  Burmans,  to  nothing  but  the 
powerful  operations  of  the  Holy 


Spirit.  Let  the  christian  world 
rejoice,  that  the  leaven  of  the  gos- 
pel has  begun  to  operate  in  idol- 
atrous Burmah.  Let  the  Ameri- 
can Baptists  rejoice,  that  they 
have  been  instrumental  of  plant- 
ing the  first  christian  church  in  a 
populous  heathen  land.  Let  the 
Board  of  Missions  rejoice,  that 
their  energies  have  not  been  ex- 
erted in  vain,  that  their  liberal 
sums  have  not  been  expended  for 
nought,  that  their  Mission  to  the 
east  has  been  finally  crowned 
with  so  much  success,  and  the 
voice  of  opposition  is  forever  si- 
lenced. 

My  letter,  my  dear  Mrs.  C.  is 
already  very  long,  yet  1  have 
much  more  to  write.  I  wish  to 
say  something  about  our  three 
disciples,  who  are  respectively 
useful.  Moung  Nau  the  first 
Burman  christian,  holds  out  well. 
We  call  him  Peter,  because  he 
is  always  bold,  zealous,  and  dar- 
ing on  every  occasion.  Yet  he. 
is  mild  and  submissive,  excessive- 
ly attached  to  us  and  the  cause  of 
Christ ;  would  follow  us  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning  to  the  farthest 
part  of  the  world,,  and  would  sac- 
rifice any  thing  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Christ  in  this  country. 
Moung  Kyaa,  is  naturally  timid 
and  reserved;  but  when  convinc- 
ed of  duty,  is  resolute  and  perse- 
vering. He  sits  in  solemn  silence 
and  drinks  in  the  truths  of  the 
gospel  with  that  eagerness  which 
a  hungry  soul  feels  for  the  bread 
of  life.  He  never  expresses  his 
sentiments,  but  when  the  case 
seems  peculiarly  to  require  it  ; 
then  he  is  all  zeal,  affection  and 
animation.  He  is  prudent,  yet 
neglects  no  opportunity  of  pros- 
elyting. We  often  hear  him  con- 
versing with  Moung  Myat-yah, 
and  Moung  Shwaa-boo,  and  we 
trust  his  faithful  exhortations  will 
not  be  in  vain.  Moung  Thah-lah 
in  point  of  learning  and  talents,  is 
superior  to  either  of  the  others. 
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He  is  of  quick  apprehension,  and 
remarkable  for  his  aptness  in 
quoting  and  applying  passages  of 
scripture.  He  has  been  much 
more  engaged  in  religion  of  late, 
than  formerly :  and  is  of  great 
use  in  instructing  those  who  are 
inquiring.  My  poor  stupid  wo- 
men are  much  in  the  same  state 
as  when  I  last  wrote.  None  yet 
give  evidence  of  being  real  chris- 
tians. Mah  Bike  continues  to  be 
somewhat  anxious,  though  not  so 
much  alarmed  as  formerly. 

Yours  affectionately, 
NANCY  JUDSON. 


INTERESTING  LETTER  FROM  REV.  MR. 
JUDSON  TO  DR.  EALDWIN. 

Rangoon,  July  19th,  1820. 

Rev  and  Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  March  16th,  in 
reply  to  yours  of  June,  1819, 
since  which  I  have  received 
yours  of  April  5th,  and  28th  of 
the  same  year.  My  last  gave  you 
some  account  of  our  affairs  to  the 
time  of  brother  Colman's  depar- 
ture. Soon  after  that  event, 
Mrs.  Judson  was  taken  tvith  the 
liver  complaint.  The  symptoms 
were  at  first  slight  ;  but  they 
gradually  became  more  dange- 
rous and  alarming  ;  and  notwith- 
standing two  courses  of  salivation 
and  repeated  blistering,  the  dis- 
order continued  to  gain  ground, 
until  she  was  unable  to  leave  the 
conch,  or  walk  across  the  room, 
•without  bringing  on  violent  pain. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  de- 
termined to  accompany  her  to 
Bengal,  partly  for  the  sake  of  the 
voyage,  which  is  commonly  ben- 
eficial in  this  disorder,  and  partly 
to  procure  medical  assistance,  of 
which  we  are  perfectly  destitute 
in  Rangoon.  She  continued  to 
get  worse,  till  about  ten  days 


ago,  when  we  succeeded  in  rais- 
ing a  very  large  blister  on  her 
side,  which  seems  to  have 
brought  her  some  relief.  This 
we  regard  as  a  very  merciful  dis- 
pensation, as  it  enables  her  to 
prepare  for  the  voyage,  and  get 
on  board  ship,  with  more  facility 
and  ease,  than  we  had  anticipat- 
ed. 

Never  did  1  feel  more  unwil- 
ling to  leave  Rangoon,  nor  was 
the  mission  ever  iu  more  inter- 
est circumstances,  than  at  the 
present  time.  Since  our  return 
from  Ava,  I  have  not  ventured  to 
make  the  least  public  movement ; 
but  confined  myself  at  home, 
holding  private  worship,  trans- 
lating the  scriptures,  and  convers- 
ing with  those  who  visited  me. 
The  spirit  of  God  has,  however, 
continued  operating  and  carrying 
on  the  work,  which  begun  before 
we  went  up"  to  Ava,  at  which 
time,  we  had  baptized  three. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  I  baptized 
Moung  Shwa-ba,  who  was  ap- 
proved, before  brother  Colman 
left  us  ;  on  the  4th  of  June,  two 
other  men  ;  on  the  16th  inst.  two 
others  ;  and,  to  crown  the  whole, 
on  yesterday  evening,  the  dis- 
tinguished teacher  Moung  Shwa- 
Gnong,  of  whom  you  have  heard 
so  much,  and  Mah  Men-la,  the 
first  female  disciple — a  woman  of 
very  superior  abilities,  and  great 
influence  among  her  extensive 
acquaintance.  There  are  some 
others,  of  whose  conversion  we 
are  pretty  well  satisfied ;  but 
they  are  still  in  the  predicament 
of  timid  Nicodemus.  All  the  ten 
baptized  disciples  give  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  being  true  con- 
verts. Those  of  the  longest 
standing  are  evidently  growing 
christians.  Some  of  them  take 
the  lead  in  prayer  meetings,  with 
great  propriety  ;  and  nearly  all 
of  them  have  made  some  at- 
tempt at  this  exercise  before  the 


1821.] 


ENGLISH  BAPTIST  MISSION. 


69 


church.  A  good  degree  of  chris- 
tian affection  prevails  among  them 
all;  the  appearance  of  which 
Moung  Shwa-Gnong  say?,  con- 
vinced him,  more  than  any  thing 
else,  of  the  divine  origin  and  effi- 
cacy of  the  christian  religion. 
The  proofs  of  their  attachment 
to  us  are  really  too  numerous  to 
be  detailed.  Even  at  this  mo- 
ment, the  house  is  full  of  people, 
bewailing  our  departure,  and  beg- 
ging us  to  return  soon, — most  of 
whom  have  never  received,  and 
have  no  prospect  of  ever  receiv- 
ing from  us  any  temporal  ad- 
vantage whatever. 

We  are  just  going  on  board  the 
ship.  I  leave  this  letter  to  be 
forwarded  by  another  oppor- 
tunity, that  you  may  get  some 
intelligence  of  us,  in  case  we  are 
lost  at  sea.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  add,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
event  of  the  present  voyage,  in 
regard  to  Mrs.  J's.  health,  it  is 
my  intention  to  return  hither  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Ever  yours,  with  affection  and 
respect, 

A.  JUDSON,  Jun. 

gj*  The  preceding  Letter  will  be  read 
by  all  the  friends  of  evangelical  mis- 
sion";, with  pleasure  and  gratitude. 
Their  joy  in  the  Lord  will  be  great- 
ly increased,  while  their  prayers  will 
become  more  fervent  and  animated 
Ask  of  vie,  and  I  ivill  give  thee  the 
heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the 
uttermost  parts  if  the  earth  for  thy 
possession  Is  it  not  evident  that  the 
Saviour  is  now  asking,  through  the 
prayers  of  his  church,  that  the  hea- 
then may  be  given  to  him  for  an  in- 
heritance ?  Who  will  not  adore  the 
riches  of  grace  manifested  in  the 
conversion  of  so  many  of  the  idola- 
trous Burmans  !  We  humbly  trust 
these  may  be  considered  only  as  the 
Jirst  fruits  Let  us  pray,  without 
ceasing,  for  a  more  extensive  har- 
vest. 

By  another  Letter  received  from  Mr. 
Judson,  dated  Serampore,  Sept.  7, 
1820,  we  learn,  that  Mrs.  Judson's 


health  had  considerably  improved 
since  her  arrival  in  Bengal,  but  not 
sufficiently  restored  to  justify  her 
return  to  Rangoon  at  present.  Mr. 
Judson  was  preparing  to  retnrn  by 
the  first  opportunity.  Nothing  in 
either  of  his  Letters  is  mentioned 
of  a  war  in  any  part  of  the  Burman 
dominions,  or  with  any  of  the  neigh- 
bouring powers.  [Editors. 
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Scrampore. 

Dr.  Marshman,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Ward,  dated,  Aug.  16,  1820, 
writes — 

u  We  have  baptized  eight  per- 
sons at  Serampore  within  these 
four  months,  and  one  or  two 
more  are  waiting.  The  College 
rises  admirably,  and  we  trust  the 
Lord  is  with  us.  At  Calcutta  he 
has  given  us  prosperity  with  our 
dear  church." 

Mr.  John  Marshman  writes 
to  Mr.  Ward  under  the  same 
date  ;  "  The  College  is  rear- 
ing its  head  very  rapidly.  If 
you  arrive  in  February  (1821) 
you  will  see  the  centre  building, 
the  most  important  and  the  most 
expensive,  completed.  The 
whole  of  three  parcels  of  ground 
are  thrown  into  one  compound, 
which  looks  like  a  large  plain. 
The  whole  is  surrounded  with  a 
range  of  iron  railing  1500  feet  in 
length.  The  building  will  cost 
55,000  rupees,  and  we  have  de- 
termined to  bear  the  whole  ex- 
pense ourselves.  We  have  al- 
ready advanced  40,000  of  this 
sum.  The  stair  case  room  is  75 
by  27  ;  the  hall  65  by  90.  The 
number  of  Christian  youths  in  the 
college  exceeds  40,  and  their  pro- 
gress in  Shanscrit  is  very  encour- 
aging. The  tranlations  are  pro- 
ceeding as  rapidly  as  we  could 
expect.  If  Dr.  Carey's  life 
should  be  spared  ten  years  longery 
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we  shall,  I  hope,  see  nearly  the 
completion  of  all  those  he  has  in 
hand.  In  Chinese,  my  father  has 
only  the  historical  books  left  to 
complete  at  press  the  whole  Bi- 
ble. The  health  of  Dr.  Carey 
and  my  father  is  very  mercifully 
preserved."  Mr.  Marshman 
mentions  the  deaths  of  two  Mis- 
sionaries, Mr.  Pritchett  of  Vizag- 
apatam  and  Mr.  Sch roster.  "Mrs. 
Ward  mentions  the  death  of 
Sarah  Robinson,  one  of  two  or- 
phan children  brought  up  by 
Mrs.  Marshman  :  only  three  days 
ago  died  Sarah  Robinson,  of  a 


bilious  fever,  which  continued 
for  twenty  days  with  great  vio- 
lence, and  reduced  her  almost  to 
a  skeleton.  It  baffled  all  the 
skill  of  the  doctor;  she  took 
nearly  100  grains  of  calomel.  1 
think  she  had  proper  views  of 
her  state,  and  I  trust  the  Lord 
heard  and  answered  her  prayers 
and  ours.  I  was  with  her  almost 
continually  for  the  last  nine  days, 
and  part  of  two  nights,  and  was 
almost  overcome  with  anxiety  and 
fatigue.  Holodher  ^a  converted 
brahmin)  died  about  a  month 
since  of  a  fever.*" 


fteltgtous  3  ntelltgence. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  ONE  OF  THE  EDITORS. 


Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

IN"  the  directions  which  Moses 
gave  the  ancient  people  of  God, 
just  before  he  ascended  Mount 
Nebo,  to  see  the  promised  land, 
and  die,  we  rind  the  following 
words  :  "  And  thou  shalt  remem- 
ber all  the  way  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  hath  led  thee  these  for- 
ty years  in  the  wilderness."  If 
it  were  profitable  for  Israel  to 
reflect  upon  the  leadings  of  di- 
vine Providence  under  the  legal 
dispensation,  surely  it  may  be 
profitable  for  christians  to  reflect 
upon  the  wonders  of  divine  grace 
under  the  gospel.  Therefore 
you  will  permit  me,  briefly,  to 
give  you  an  account  of  the  work 
of  God  in  this  vicinity. 

There  has  been  for  several 
years  a  few  Baptist  churches, 
scattered  through  this  region  be- 
longing to  different  associations. 
Two  years  ago,  the  Salisbury 
Association  was  formed,  consist- 
ing of  five  churches,  which  num- 
ber has  since  increased  to  thir- 
teen ;  three  of  these,  however, 


Concord,  N.  H.  Oct.  14,  1820. 
were  received  immediately  after 
the  Association  was  organized. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  session, 
a  divine  unction  seemed  to  de- 
scend and  rest  upon  the  servants 
of  God,  as  a  pledge  of  future  bles- 
sings. This  left  a  very  favourable 
impression,  especially  upon  the 
minds  of  the  ministers ;  and  as 
true  benevolence  always  leads  us 
to  seek  the  good  of  others,  it  was 
soon  found  that  a  simultaneous 
impulse  rested  upon  the  minds  of 
a  number  of  individuals,  in  favour 
of  some  plan  for  the  relief  of  such 
as  were  perishing  for  want  of 
knowledge.  This  eventuated  in 
the  formation  of  the  N.  B.  D.  M. 
Society,  which  was  organized  in 
about  eight  months  after  the  con- 
stitution of  the  above  association. 

This  society  immediately  com- 
menced its  operations,  and  for 
the  time,  has  prospered  far  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions of  its  friends.  It  has  now 
in  its  employment  ten  missiona- 
ries, with  funds  sufficient  to  meet 
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their  demands  when  they  shall 
have  performed  their  several 
terms  of  service.  This,  consid- 
ering the  extreme  scarcity  of 
money,  has  occasioned  the  Board 
proportionally  to  reduce  the  sum 
given,  as  a  compensation  for  mis- 
sionary services.  Their  success- 
ful exertions  in  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions, must  gladden  the  hearts  of 
those  who  pray  for  the  peace  of 
Jerusalem. 

This  Society  is  also  aided  by 
nine  female  auxiliary  societies, 
who,  not  only  move  forward  in 
this  holy  enterprise  by  "  laying 
their  hands  to  the  spindle,"  but 
generally  join  in  the  concert  of 
prayer,  to  implore  success  from 
the  God  of  missions. 

While  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
has  been  evidently  seen  in  lead- 
ing on  to  the  establishment  of 
this  association  and  missionary 
society,  four  Baptist  churches, 
which  about  two  years  ago  were 
not  in  existence,  have  been  rais- 
ed up  in  the  neighbourhood,  con- 
taining over  one  hundred  and 
thirty  members. 

The  first  I  would  notice,  is  that 
in  Pittsfield.  Here  a  Baptist 
church  had  been  established  some 
years  ago,  but  it  lost  its  visibility 
by  acting  upon  the  open  commu- 
nion plan.  After  trying  this  unten- 
able ground  for  some  years  with- 
out success,  those  who,  after  all, 
could  be  nothing  but  Baptists, "  be- 
ing let  go,  went  to  their  own  com- 
pany," and  were  again  organized 
as  a  regular  Baptist  church,  with 
about  the  same  number  they  had 
when  they  commenced,  (more 
than  fifteen  years  before,)  on  the 
above  named  plan. 

In  Concord  a  Baptist  church 
was  constituted  two  years  ago, 
consisting  of  fifteen  members.  It 
has  gradually  increased  to  the 
number  of  thirty  three.  The 
spring  past  has  been  a  pleasant 
spring  to  us.  We  have  seven 
times  been  called  to  the  water- 


side to  baptize.  We  have  seen, 
from  the  man  of  gray  hairs,  peo- 
ple in  the  different  stages  of  life, 
down  to  the  youth  of  thirteen 
years  of  age,  cheerfully  step  into 
the  water  to  be  "  buried  with 
Christ  by  baptism  ;"  and  some  of 
them,  when  the  rolling  stream 
was  bound  in  dreary  winter's 
chain. 

In  GoftVTown  another  church 
was  formed  the  last  spring,  con- 
sisting of  about  thirty  members. 
Sixteen  more  were  soon  baptized 
and  added  to  them.  Its  number 
has  since  increased  to  more  than 
sixty.  This  work  took  place  un- 
der the  labours  of  the  Rev.  John 
B.  Gibson. 

The  next  church  I  shall  no- 
tice, is  in  Chester.  Durirf  the 
summer  of  1818,  having  occasion 
to  pass  through  this  town  once  a 
month.  I  proposed  tc  give  the  few 
Baptist  friends  here  a  monthly 
lecture.  They  accepted  the  of- 
fer,— we  were  soon  called  to  bap- 
tize a  person  who  had  entertain- 
ed a  hope  for  some  years.  While 
at  the  water-side,  it  pleased  the 
Lord  to  awaken  2  or  3  young 
people,  and  a  gradual  work  com- 
menced. They  engaged  me  to 
preach  with  them  the  following 
summer,  and  I  was  frequently  re- 
quested to  administer  baptism.  In 
Dec.  last  a  church  was  organized 
here,  which  now  consists  of  twenty 
two  members.  These  things  are 
encouraging,  but  while  they  afford 
matter  of  joy  and  gratitude,  I 
know  there  is  danger  of  their 
kindling  the  unhallowed  fire  of 
pride,  a  spark  of  which  is  in  eve- 
ry human  breast.  O  may  the 
Lord  keep  us  humble,  and  ''faith- 
ful, but  prudent."  Then  we 
need  not  fear,  for  we  shall  still 
prosper. 

I  am  affectionately  yours, 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR. 
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A    LETTER   TO   THE  EDITORS. 

Troy,  (Pa.)  Aug.  7,  1820. 

Rev.  Sirs, 

14 1  write  a  few  lines  to  inform  you 
more  particularly  concerning1  the  re- 
cent revivals  of  religion  in  these  parts. 
You  will  recollect  that  Elder  Roots 
gave  a  short  account  of  a  revival  of 
religion  in  Columhia.  I  have  resided 
in  an  adjoining  township  almost  a  year, 
and  shall  state  the  facts  from  my  own 
observation,  or  correct  information. 

During  a  considerable  period  of 
time,  the  churches  in  this  part  of  the 
country  seem  to  have  been  in  a  very 
low  situation,  although  there  have  been 
revivals  of  religion,  and  churches 
planted  in  time  past.  The  revival 
in  Smithfield  (an  account  of  which 
was  published  in  the  Magazine)  was 
the  first  breaking  forth  of  light  after 
a  long  night  of  darkness.  Since  that 
time  the  Lord  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  shower  down  his  blessings 
on  Zion's  thirsty  hill.  Elder  Benja- 
min Oviat  travelled  into  these  parts  on 
a  mission  from  the  Chemung  society  ; 
while  here,  he  spent  several  days 
preaching  and  visiting  in  Columbia. 
The  church  was  then  in  a  very  low  and 
destitute  condition,  consisting  only  of 
23  members,  and  there  was  then  but 
two  Baptist  preachers  within  forty 
miles  ;  and  as  the  work  of  the  Lord 
appeared  to  have  begun,  brother 
Oviat  was  solicited  to  remove  into 
this  place,  to  which  he  consented.  He 
baptized  5  person",  and  then  returned 
home.  On  the  26t!i  of  March,  1819, 
lie  moved  into  the  vicinity  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  commenced  an  arduous 
course  of  itinerant  preaching  which 
has  been  greatly  blessed  of  the  Lord. 
A  part  of  his  time  was  spent  in  Co- 
lumbia, and  a  part  in  a  place  called 
Mill  Creek.  He  visited  the  church  at 
Canton  occasionally,  and  preached 
every  other  Sabbath  with  the  church 
where  I  now  live. 

The  revival  in  Columbia  increased 
and  spread  joy  and  gladness  through 
the  hearts  of  saints,  while  many  care- 
less >inners  were  bowed  to  the  scep- 
tre of  the  Lord.  The  settlement  on 
Mill  Creek  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  abandoned  parts  of  the  earth. 
By  its  local  situation,  it  seemed  to  be 
secluded  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 
It  seemed  as  if  Satan  had  chosen  this 
spot,  as  a  little  amphitheatre  whereon 
to  riot  in  those  excesses  in  which  de- 
praved human  nature  delights.  The 
people  appeared  not  to  fear  God  nor 
regard  man.  The  Sabbath  was  spent 
in  hunting,  visiting,  doing  business, 


&c.  In  the  fall  of  1818  I  spent  a  few 
days  in  this  place,  while  on  my  mission, 
and  when  I  left  the  place,  I  was  ready 
to  conclude,  that  God  had  given  the 
people  over  to  a  hard  heart  and  a  rep- 
robate mind.  They  seemed  to  care 
little  for  public  worship,  for  very  few 
of  them  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  at- 
tend, although  I  was  a  stranger  in 
the  place,  and  meetings  uncommon. 
A  circumstance  that  I  have  never  wit- 
nessed any  where  else.  It  would  be 
doing  injustice  to  individuals  to  say, 
that  the  people  were  all  of  the  char- 
acter above  described  ;  for  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  there 
were  some  praying  souls  o.i  Mill 
Creek.  11  Ten  righteous  souls,  and 
Sodom  would  have  stood  '*  Short- 
ly after  brother  Oviat  commenced 
preaching  there,  he  began  to  con- 
clude, that  the  Lord  had  a  people  for 
his  praise  in  that  place,  whom  he 
would  bring  forth  in  his  own  time. 
The  Lord  gave  ears  to  hear,  and 
many  were  pricked  in  their  hearts, 
and  began  to  cry  out,  •*  men  and  breth- 
ren, what  shall  we  do  ?"  In  a  few  weeks 
3  persons  came  forward  and  gave  evi- 
dence that  God  had  changed  their 
hearts,  and  were  all  baptized.  A- 
mong  these  was  one  man  rising  of  50 
years  of  age,  who  never  saw  the  ordi- 
nance administered  before.  This  was 
the  first  time  that  baptism  had  been 
administered  in  this  region.  This 
circumstance  excited  the  attention  of 
the  people  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  in  ten  days  at  a  conference  meet- 
ing twelve  persons  came  forward  and 
gave  evidence  of  their  faith  in  Christ, 
and  presented  themselves  candidates 
for  baptism  The  next  Sabbath  the 
whole  country  around  came  together 
to  hear  the  word.  It  was  thought 
that  there  were  five  hundred  people 
present.  Some  came  thirty  miles. 
No  building  in  the  place  could  contain 
the  assembly.  AH  was  solemn  as 
eternity  !  No  person  was  seen  to  smile 
that  day,  but  penitential  tears  flowed 
in  great  abundance,  and  the  groans  of 
the  wounded  in  spirit  were  enough  to 
pierce  the  hardest  heart.  Brother 
Oviat  thinks  it  was  the  most  solemn 
day  that  he  ever  saw.  After  sermon 
ten  persons  were  baptized,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  happy  in  the  Lord.  The 
Lord's  supper  was  then  administered 
for  the  first  time  in  the  place.  A 
great  number  of  persons  in  different 
parts,  have  since  dated  their  first  re- 
ligious impressions  from  the  exercises 
of  that  day. 

Eighty-four  persons  have  been  ad- 
ded to  the  church  in  Columbia  by 
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baptism.  At  Mill  Creek  there  is  at 
present  a  happy  band  of  brethren, 
fifty  in  number  ;  they  are  not  yet  con- 
stituted into  a  church.  The  whole 
number  that  brother  Oviat  has  baptiz- 
ed is  rising1  of  one  hundred  Another 
considerable  revival  has  taken  place 
in  Tioga  county,  under  the  ministry  of 
brother  Oviat  and  others.  The  church 
at  Chemung  has  been  lately  blessed 
with  a  shower  of  divine  grace." 


REVIVAL   OF   RELIGION   IN  HOMER. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  "  Western  New- 
Tor  k  Baptist  Magazine." 

Homer,  Oct  6th,  1820. 
With  pleasure  I  embrace  this  op- 
portunity to  address  you,  by  giving 
you  a  brief  relation  of  the  late  glorious 
work  of  God  in  this  place.  By  advert- 
ing to  your  Magazine,  of  February, 
1817,  you  will  discover  some  account 
of  the  dealings  of  our  God  with  us,  as 
a  church  and  people  in  preceding  years. 
During  tbe  three  succeeding  years, 
nothing  extraordinary  transpired.  A 
comfortable  union  prevailed  in  the 
church,  with  some  additions :  forty- 
six  were  baptized,  and  thirty-seven 
added  by  letter.  In  December  last, 
there  were  some  symptoms  of  another 
gracious  revival,  the  saints  seemed 
more  fervent  in  prayer,  and  there  was 
a  greater  solemnity  visible  in  assem- 
blies convened  for  public  worship. 
There  was  also  one  instance  of  hopeful 
conversion,  with  one  or  two  signal  in- 
stances of  reformation  in  backsliders. 
About  the  first  of  January,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  an  ecclesiastical  council  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  work  broke 
forth  in  a  more  visible  manner,  w  ith 
great  power,  extending  into  different 
parts  of  the  town,  engaging  the  atten- 
tion of  all  classes  in  Society.  Many 
of  the  saints  experienced  great  en- 
largement of  mind,  and  entered  into 
the  work  with  all  their  souls  Some 
who  had  made  a  profession  of  religion 
for  many  years,  under  serious  appre- 
hension they  had  built  upon  the  sand, 
were  brought  to  great  searchings  of 
heart,  and  at  length  gave  account  of 
their  views  of  the  Saviour,  with  such 
transports  of  joy  as  resembled  the  day 
of  their  espousals.  It  was  hardly  pos- 
sible to  find  a  person  in  the  place  un- 
affected ;  all  seemed  to  be  moved. 
Some  fell  in  with  the  work,  holding 
fellowship  with  Immanuel  in  the  ad- 


vancement of  his  kingdom  :  Others, 
fell  under  the  power  of  truth,  and  ex- 
claimed, "  What  shall  ixe  do  T\  Of 
this  class  were  a  great  company  of  the 
youth  of  both  sexes  :  Others,  fell  out 
with  the  work,  manifesting  a  strong 
spirit  of  opposition,  calling  it  a  delu- 
sion, saying  ihe  people  who  were  sub- 
jects of  the  work  were  ignorant,  and 
neither  understood  what  they  said,  nor 
whereof  they  affirmed. 

Meetings  became  unusually  crowd- 
ed, even  in  the  largest  places  devoted 
to  conferences  ;  and  the  houses  of 
God,  upon  the  Sabbath,  were  filled 
with  numbers  assembled  to  hear  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  and  an  indescriba- 
ble solemnity  was  visible  among  the 
people  :  The  language  of  the  oldest 
persons,  and  most  experienced  saints 
among  us  was,  We  never  saw  it  on  this 
wise  before.  For  two  or  three  weeks 
the  cloud  seemed  to  hang  over  us, 
without  distdling  its  contents.  This 
was  a  time  when  much  feeling,  and, 
I  trust,  much  faith  was  exercised  in 
prayer.  At  length  the  cloud  seemed 
to  burst,  diffusing  blessings  all  around  ; 
— the  saints  could  now  say,  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  is  our  strength,  while  young 
converts  daily  appeared  in  the  assem- 
blies of  the  saints,  compassing  God's 
altar  with  songs  of  deliverance. — In  one 
neighborhood  on  East  River,  sixteen 
souls  hopefully  experienced  the  for- 
giveness of  sins  in  one  week,  within 
the  compass  of  a  mile  ;  and  ''•young 
men  and  maidens,  old  men  and  chil- 
dren," united  in  praising  the  Lord  In 
another  neighborhood,  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  the  attention  was 
such  among  the  youth  and  children, 
that  in  the  school  all  business  was  sev- 
eral times  laid  by  entirely,  and  some 
of  the  neighbours  were  called  in  by  the 
Preceptor,  who  spent  the  time  with 
the  pupils  in  prayer  and  exhortation. 
There  was  very  little  secular  labour 
performed  for  two  or  three  months, 
and  many  devoted  the  whole  of  their 
time  to  meetings,  and  visiting  from 
house  to  house  Some  went  two  and 
two,  (as  our  Lord  sent  forth  his  dis- 
ciples) through  different  parts  of  the 
town,  calling  upon  every  family  in 
their  way,  endeavouring  to  do  them 
good  in  their  conversation  and  prayers 
with  them.  And,  no  doubt,  this  was 
one  great  means,  in  the  hand  ot  God, 
in  extending  the  work  Some  were 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  stupid 
state,  in  viewing  the  zeal  and  con- 
cern their  neighbours  had  for  them  : 
it  also  greatly  tended  to  strengthen 
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fhe  saints  in  their  love  and  duty  in  the 
service  of  God.  It  brought  some  to 
light,  and  to  active  obedience,  who 
had  possessed  a  hope  in  Christ  for 
years,  but  had  been  u  hid  among  the 
stuff"  or  through  fear,  that  their  ex- 
ercises were  all  a  deception,  dared 
not  speak  of  them  before  — The  sub- 
jects of  the  work  are  mostly  in  youth, 
many  of  whom  a  few  months  ago  were 
making  up  parties  of  carnal  pleasure 
and  wickedness,  are  now  found  united 
in  the  peaceful  paths  of  wisdom,  en- 
deavouring to  persuade  others  to  love 
the  Saviour,  assuring  them  that  in  the 
path  of  righteousness  there  is  no  death. 
They  seem  disposed  cheerfully  to  part 
with  all  the  vanities  of  this  life,  and 
patiently  endure  the  reproaches  of  the 
world,  that  they  may  glorify  God. 
The  first  that  united  with  the  church, 
were  baptized  the  third  Sabbath  in 
February.  On  that  day  there  were 
thirteen  baptized  ;  ten  of  whom  were 
young  men  in  single  life,  who  follow- 
ed each  otiier  in  succession  in  the  or- 
dinance, in  the  presence  of  a  large 
and  deeply  affected  assembly  From 
that  time,  during  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer, scarcely  a  Sabbath  passed  with- 
out waiting  upon  some  in  this  institu- 
tion of  God. 

The  whole  number  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism  since  the  work  be- 
gan, is  one  hundred  and  tiventy-six,  and 
fifteen  by  letter  Our  whole  number 
at  present  in  the  church,  is  four  hun- 
dred and  six.  We  still  enjoy -good 
seasons  among  ourselves,  and  hope 
that  God  will  always  enable  us  to  walk 
in  love,  yet  the  Spirit  seems  in  a 
measure  to  be  withdrawn  from  among 
the  people  Many  are  yet  among  us 
in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  held  with  the 
cords  of  their  sin  We  ardently  hope 
he  will  soon  come  this  way  again,  and 
shed  his  Holy  Spirit's  influences  upon 
us  more  abundantly,  that  when  he 
writeth  up  the  people,  (Psalm  lxxxvii. 
6.  he  may  say  of  multitudes,  these 
were  born  in  Homer  Among  the 
number  that  have  joined  the  church, 
two  have  given  evidence  of  a  change 
of  heart  who  are  more  than  sixty  years 
of  age,  and  the  youngest  that  has  been 
received,  is  9  years  Between  eighty 
and  ninety  are  in  youth,  or  single  life. 
The  ordinance  of  baptism  has  been 
peculiarly  owned  of  God,  in  that  he 
has  crowned  it  with  his  favourable 
presence.. 


The  principal  means  of  awakening' 
have  been  the  exhortations  of  the 
pious,  the  pathetic  expostulations  of 
young  converts,  and  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel  God  has  ro^e  forth  in  the 
greatness  of  his  strength,  and  wrought 
salvation  lor  his  people,  in  the  sight  of 
all  his  enemies  ;  yet  he  has  so  wrought 
as  to  hide  pride  from  man,  and  give 
no  occasion  of  glorying  but  in  the  cross 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  work 
has  been  distinguished  for  great  so- 
lemnity and  order  ; — there  has  been 
scarcely  a  feature  of  enthusiasm,  or 
blind  zeal  visible.  It  ought  to  be  re- 
corded, to  the  honour  of  Divine 
grace,  that  in  many  instances  prayer 
has  been  most  signally  and  speedily 
answered,  whether  it  was  for  the 
conversion  of  a  sinner,  or  the  comfort 
of  a  saint  under  peculiar  trials.  It 
has  been  fully  manifested,  that  he 
who  asieth,  receiveth  O  that  there 
were  more  faith  and  fervency  in  pray- 
er among  the  children  of  God  ! 

There  have  been  about  sixty  added 
to  the  Presbyterian  church  in  this 
town  :  but  in  the  midst  of  their  pros- 
perity, God  was  pleased  to  remove 
their  pastor,  Uev.  Elnathan  Walker. 
He  died  June  4th,  after  an  illness  of 
seven  weeks,  in  full  hope  of  a  glorious 
immortality. 

Deacon  Jacob  Hoar  has  also  been 
recently  called  away  by  death,  aged 
43,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness  as  a 
member  and  an  officer  in  the  church. 
He  died  much  esteemed  and  lament- 
ed, with  his  soul  transported  with  re- 
markable views  of  glory. 

The  work  has  also  spread  into  other 
towns,  particularly  Truxton,  where  it 
has  been  extensive  ;  a  particular  ac- 
count of  which  you  will  doubtless  re- 
ceive from  Brother  Purrington.  It 
has  extended  in  some  degree  into 
Virgil  and  Preble,  but  more  especially 
into  Scipio,  where  more  than  seventy 
have  been  baptized. 

Dear  brethren,  we  feel  under  much 
obligation  and  gratitude  to  God,  for 
his  goodness  to  us  ;  and  we  desire  to 
share  in  the  prayers  of  all  God's  peo- 
ple, that  we  may  live  to  his  glory,  re- 
turning again  according  to  the  mer- 
cies received 

Praying  that  God  will  bless  you  in 
all  your  ways,  I  subscribe  myself 
yours,  in  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

ALFRED  BENNET. 
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The  United  Society  of  Plymouth  County  and  Vicinity,  (Mass.)  Jiux- 
iliary  to  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  the  United  States. 


This  Society  held  its  sixth  annual 
meeting  at  the  Academy  in  Kingston, 
on  Wednesday,  June  14,  1820,  at  9 
o'clock,  A  M.  when  the  following 
persons  were  chosen  to  manage  its 
concerns  for  the  year  ensuing,  viz. 

Elder  Samuel  Glover,  President. 


„    Shubael  Lovell,  ) 
Ebenezer  Briggs,  3 


Vice  Pres. 


„    John  Butler,    Cor.  Secretary. 
„    Joseph  Torrey,  Jun    Rec.  Sec. 
Maj.  Levi  Pierce,  Treasurer. 
Elder  Samuel  Abbot,  ~\ 

„    James  Barnaby,    C  Trustees. 
Mr.  Andrew  Cole,  3 

At  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  Elder  Ebenezer 
Briggs,  of  Middleborough,  delivered 
an  appropriate  discourse  before  the 
Society  in  the  Baptist  Meeting- House  ; 
after  which  a  collection  was  taken  for 
missionary  purposes. 

The  Society  will  hold  its  next  an- 
nual meeting  in  the  Academy  at  the 


Four  Corners,  in  Middleborough,  on 
the  second  Wednesday  in  June  next, 
at  9  o'clock,  A  M. 

Elder  Shubael  Lovell  is  appointed 
to  preach  on  the  occasion. 

Monies  received  by  the  Treasurer 

From  Baptist  Church  and  Society  in  Kingston,  8,67 

„    Mission  box  at  David  Beat's,  Kingston,   -  iO,$3 

„    Female  Mission  Society,  Kingston,       -  10,00 

„    Members  and  Donors  in  Miudleboro*,     -  2S,SO 

,,   Female  Cent  Society,       -     do.        -  13.59 

„    Baptist  Church  and  Society,  in  Marshfield,  5>SO 

„    Female  Cent  Soc.  for  translations,  do.     -  18,40 

,,    Female  Mite  Society  in  Norton,        -  12,40 

„    3  Members  in  Bridgewater,        -        -  3>0O 

„  Mr.  Solomon  Leach,  Easton,       -       -  10,00 

„  A  member  in  Hanson,  ...  1,00 
„    Female  Cent  Society  for  transia-  1 

tions  in  Pembroke  and  Hanson,      "      3  *"* 

„   Collection  at  the  annual  meeting,       -  3,18 

146,22 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Soci- 
ety it  was  voted  unanimously,  That 
cordial  thanks  be  presented  to  the 
Female  Societies,  Congregations,  and 
individuals,  who  have  contributed  to 
its  Funds. 


MRS.  ARCHISSADELLA  GRIFFIN".. 


Mrs.  Archissadella  Griffin, 
late  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffin,  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  church  in  New-Mar- 
ket Street,  Phil,  was  born  Sept.  7, 
1776,  in  Shropshire,  (Eng  )  Her  mind 
was  early  impressed  with  a  knowledge 
of  b*;r  character  as  a  sinner,  and  her 
need  of  a  Saviour,  even  such  one  as 
the  gospel  makes  known.  The  spirit 
of  grace  and  supplication  being  given, 
she  sought  the  mercy  needed,  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
While  thus  engaged  upon  one  occa- 
sion, she  was  assailed  by  distressing 
apprehensions  from  the  grand  adver- 
sary of  souls,  and  had  thoughts  of  ris- 
ing from  her  knees,  and  running  down 
stairs  ;  but  this  did  not  take  place, 
and  she  with  greater  fervour  sought 
the  Lord.  "  Save,  or  I  perish,"  was 
her  cry.  Her  cry  was  heard,  and 
glorious  deliverance  came,  so  that  she 
could  say,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  &c."'  On  the  2d  of  November, 
1802,  she  entered  the  marriage  state 
with  Mr.  Griffin,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed her  Lord  in  baptism.  Her  ex- 
perience was  marked  by  the  changes 


known  to  all  Christians,  but  not  by 
the  extremes  to  which  some  are  liable. 
She  accompanied  her  husband  and 
family  across  the  Atlantic  in  18]  7,  and 
removed  to  Philadelphia  in  June,  i 819. 
Her  situation,  connected  with  a  del- 
icate constitution,  confined  her  to  her 
chamber  several  weeks  previous  to 
that  event,  the  effects  of  which  ter- 
minated in  death.  During  her  afflic- 
tion the  grace  of  God  was  displayed 
in  a  precious  manner. 

Her  faith  was  strong  On  Lord's 
day,  Oct.  15,  she  asked  the  nurse  to 
tell  her  honestly  the  physician's  opin- 
ion ;  and  being  informed  there  was 
little  ground  for  hope,  she  answered, 
14 1  am  willing  to  live,  or  die,  as  God 
may  see  fit  :  I  have  no  fears,  the  foun- 
dation stands  good/'  Being  remind- 
ed that  the  great  work  of  salvation 
was  finished,  she  said,  "  That's  a 
great  mercy ;  yes,  the  foundation 
stands  good;  and  what  a  mercy!  I 
have  been  enabled  to  build  upon  it  " 

She  had  clear  views  of  the  gospel, 
as  a  system  of  grace,  and  rejoiced  in 
the  truth.   Often,  after  hearing  minis- 
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ters  preach,  she  related  to  her  hus- 
band parts  of  the  sermons  in  private, 
accompanied  with  observations  which 
discovered  her  discrimination.  A 
young-  ministering  brother  having; 
preached  during-  her  illness,  from 
Col.  iii.3.  the  text,  w  ith  some  of  the 
thoughts  given  in  the  sermon,  were 
repeated  to  her  ;  she  expressed  great 
satisfaction,  when  viewing  the  believ- 
er's union  with  Christ,  and  security  in 
him,  observing,  the  plan  of  salvation 
wanted  no  alteration,  and  saying-  that 
the  arms  of  everlasting  love  appeared 
to  encircle  her  all  around-  She  en- 
joyed much  comfort  ;  at  a  time  when 
her  life  was  in  very  critical  circum- 
stances, she  addressed  her  weeping- 
husband,  begging  he  would  not  dis- 
tress himself,  but  endeavour  to  resign 
her  into  the  hands  of  God,  adding, 
"  I  have  enjoyed  many  happy  seasons 
since  I  have  been  up  stairs,  but  do 
not  like  to  talk  about  myself ;  but  I 
am  willing  to  live  or  die.  I  am  sat- 
isfied if  the  Lord  removes  me,  it  will 
be  to  a  better  country."  On  one  oc- 
casion she  lifted  her  hands  and  eyes, 
and  said,  "  Come,  Lord  Jesus,  come 
quickly."  God  was  pleased  to  bless 
her  with  a  great  measure  of  patience, 
and  whatever  were  her  trials,  she  did 
not  complain.  The  16th  of  October 
was  a  day  of  great  trial :  she  frequent- 
ly requested  friends  to  pray  she  might 
be  dismissed  ;  but  upon  recovering  a 
little,  expressed  her  fears  that  she 
had  been  impatient. 

Her  love  to  God's  house  was  great. 
She  therefore  filled  her  place  with 
punctuality,  and  frequently  was  there, 
when  her  bodily  affliction  would 
scarcely  suffer  her  to  sit  in  quiet.  Her 
love  to  Christians  was  strong,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  members  of  the  church 
with  which  she  was  united.  She  felt 
desirous  to  see,  and  address  all  of 
them,  if  her  strength  would  have  per- 
mitted. To  her  husband  she  said, 
*'  I?  was  my  wish  to  die  a  few  days 
ago,  but  our  friends  are  so  kind,  I 
would  wish  to  live  a  little  longer  to  re- 
turn their  kindness.  I  have  long  lov- 
ed them  without  dissimulation,  but 
now  it  is  clear  they  love  me  in  the 
same  manner.  I  knew  before  they 
loved  you  ;  but  could  not  think  they 
loved  such  an  unworthy  being  as  I 
am  so  much."  When  speechless,  she 
would  extend  her  arms,  or  hand,  to 
embrace  her  friends,  or  clasp  their 
hands  in  token  of  affection.  The  hum- 
ble opinion  she  had  of  herself  fre- 
quently deterred  her  from  speaking 
more  freely  in  company;  yet  many 


will  long  remember  the  experimental 
strain  of  her  conversation. 

When  she  understood  her  case  was 
extremely  dangerous,  she  desired  her 
daughters  would  come  to  her,  that 
while  ability  to  speak  remained,  she 
might  give  them  her  last  counsel  Af- 
ter this  a  sister  asked  if  she  wished  to 
speak  to  her  husband  alone  ;  she  re- 
plied, No,  that  there  were  no  secrets 
between  them,  and  that  he  knew  her 
experience  both  before  and  since  mar- 
riage— that  she  could  leave  her  chil- 
dren with  a  tender  father,  and  a  gra- 
cious God;  "  but,"  said  she,  V  tell 
him  from  me,  to  charge  solemnly  ev- 
ery member  of  the  church,  to  look 
well  to  their  standing,  for  it  is  a  sol- 
emn thing  to  die  9  She  was  greatly 
favoured  of  the  Lord,  not  being  harass- 
ed by  doubts  or  temptations  of  a  dis- 
tressing nature,  but  united  with  a 
sense  of  unworthiness,  a  strong  and 
settled  confidence  of  the  mercy  of 
God  through  Christ,  and  this  she  con- 
stantly testified,  when  able  to  speak. 
A  short  time  before  her  dissolution, 
with  difficulty  she  made  her  desire  to 
see  her  husband  understood  ;  upon 
his  entering  the  room  she  appeared  so 
low,  it  was  thought  she  would  not 
know  him,  but  upon  his  taking  one 
hand,  she  raised  the  other  and  gave 
that  also.  He  observed,  that  it  was 
an  unspeakable  mercy  in  prospect  of 
death,  to  have  a  good  hope  through 
grace.  With  considerable  effort  she 
exclaimed,  "I  have."  These  weie 
her  last  words.  After  encountering 
much  and  painful  affliction,  she  ex- 
pired in  the  most  gradual  and  easv 
manner,  falling  asleep  in  the  arms  of 
her  Lord  a  little  before  12  on  the  20tli 
of  October,  1820.  [Liim. 


CAPT.  JAMES  JOSIAH. 

On  Thursday,  September  19,  1820, 
the  "  House  appointed  for  all  the  liv- 
ing,"'  became  the  receptacle  of  the  re- 
mains of  Captain  James  Josiah,  who 
departed  this  life  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th,  afte'r  a  severe  ill- 
ness of  six  days,  aged  69  years.  His 
spirit  having  ascended  to  "  God  who 
gave,"  his  body  lies  deposited  in  the 
Baptist  Cemetery  in  Second,  near 
Arch-street,  having  been  accompa- 
nied thither  by  deeply  mourning  rela- 
tives, numerous  friends,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  various  Benevolent  Societies, 
of  which  he  was  an  exemplary  and  ac- 
tive brother.   The  funeral  exercises 
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performed  bv  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hoi- 
combe,  and  Mr.  Eastburn,  were  high- 
ly appropriate,  solemn  and  affecting. 
The  loss  of  this  estimable  citizen  is 
an  event  deeply  to  be  regretted  by  ev- 
ery lover  of  this  country,  and  by  every 
friend  to  the  interests  of  sound  moral- 
ity, humanity,  and  unassuming  piety. 

Few  men  possessed  or  cherished  a 
more  ardent  love  for  republican  liber- 
ty, his  native  land,  religious  freedom, 
and  conscientious  correctness,  both 
private  and  public,  than  Capt  Josiah. 

As  a  patriot,  he  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest officers  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  which  in  our  revolutionary 
struggle,  brought  him  as  a  captive,  for 
confinement,  within  the  pestiferous 
hold  of  a  British  prison-ship,  where 
he  almost  forgot  his  own  personal  suf- 
ferings, amid  the  dying  and  the  dead, 
in  the  sufferings  of  others 

As  a  friend,  no  one  could  be  more 
sincere  and  uniform.  In  his  connec- 
tions as  a  husband,  brother,  son-in- 
law,  and  adopting  father,  he  was  ten- 
der and  affectionate  in  the  highest  de- 
gree. Here  his  loss  is  irreparable  ; 
it  never  can  be  recollected  without 
the  deepest  regret. 

The  benevolent  institutions,  the 
Marine  Church  and  Bible  Society,  the 
poor  and  distressed,  the  religious  con- 
gregation of  which  he  was  a  member, 
none  of  them  or  others,  who  ever  knew 
Capt  Josiah,  can  possibly  forget  his 
modest  worth,  while  that  record  of 
'die  Divine  Oracles  is  received  as  an 
imperishable  truth— 

"  The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed,"— 

*'  Bat  the  fond  btpt,  inspir'd  by  pious  love, 
Oraws  back  the  veil  where  Spirits  meet  above." 

[Phil.  Paper. 


MR.  JOSEPH  WALES. 

Died,  at  Wesport,  N.  Y.  Oct.  24, 
1820,  Mr  Joseph  Wales,  a  promising 
candidate  for  the  gospel  ministry, 
aged  twenty-eight. 

He  was  the  son  of  Deacon  Elijah 
Wales,  of  the  Baptist  church,  Union, 
(Con.)  under  whose  care  he  received  a 
religious  education  When  about  20 
years  oid,  he  was  brought,  as  is  believ- 
ed, to  trust  in  the  Redeemer  for  life 
and  salvation.  From  this  period,  he 
exhibited  a  sincere  and  consistent 
christian  character  ;  regarding  with 
solemn  satisfaction  the  gospel  minis- 
try, and  feeling  greatly  desirous  of  en- 
gaging in  that  delightful  work,  in 
order  more  extensively  to  serve  his 
Redeemer,  and  be  useful  to  his  fellow 
sinners.    He  commenced  his  studies 


preparatory  to  college,  under  the  care 
of  Rev  Mr.  Bloss,  of  Stafford,  (Con  ) 
From  him  he  received  such  assistance 
in  his  studies  as  enabled  him  to  enter 
Middlebury  college,  Vt.  at  which  he 
was  graduated  last  August.  Shortly 
afterwards,  having  been  licensed  by 
the  Baptist  church  in  Middlebury, 
he  engaged  in  the  gospel  ministry. 
He  attended  the  Vermont  Association, 
at  its  last  session.  Lord's  day  follow- 
ing, he  preached  two  sermons  in  ran- 
Ion  ;  then  crossed  the  lake,  (Cham- 
plain,)  and  preached  a  lecture  in  the 
evening  at  Wesiport.  On  Monday  he 
was  taken  sick  w  ith  the  typhus  fever, 
which  baffled  medical  skill,  and  in  a 
few  days  brought  him  to  the  grave. 

During  his  sickness,  his  mind  was 
much  deranged  :  but  when  favoured 
with  reason,  he  was  calm  and  resigned. 
Being  informed  that  he  was  danger- 
ously sick,  he  replied,  M  Well,  if  God 
has  nothing  more  for  me  to  do  on 
earth,  it  will  be  the  best  and  happiest 
thing  for  me  to  die  now:  if  he  has, 
he  will  raise  me  up."  At  one  time 
when  the  family  expressed  some 
alarm,  fearing  his  end  was  near,  he 
told  them  not  to  be  alarmed ;  for 
there  was  nothing  to  fear  in  dying,  if 
prepared :  and  that  he  trusted  he  was, 
and  that  Christ  was  his  friend  for  this 
and  the  coming  world.  His  bodily 
distress,  which  was  great  in  kis  last 
hours,  was  borne  with  patience  and 
resignation.  After  having  offered  up 
a  short  prayer  for  divine  support,  he 
left  this  world,  with  a  hope  full  of  im- 
mortality. 

Our  departed  brother  possessed  a 
sound  mind.  As  a  teacher  of  youth, 
he  excelled.  In  his  manners  he  was 
gentle  anil  affable  ;  and  he  enjoyed 
the  love  of  all  his  acquaintance.  His 
habits  were  regular ;  his  devotions 
constant  and  spiritual.  He  was  a  de- 
cided friend  of"  Learning  As  a  preach- 
er,  he  was  solemn  and  acceptable.  And 
though  we  have  to  lament,  that  he  no 
longer  ministers  at  our  altars,  he  is, 
we  believe,  called  to  purer  ministra- 
tions around  the  throne  of  God  and 
the  Lamb. 


MISS  ELIZABETH  WILLIAMS 

Died  at  Waterford,  (Con.)  Oct.  30, 
1819,  Miss  Elizabeth  Williams,  aged 
20  years,  daughter  of  George  Wil 
liams,  Esq.  This  amiable  young  lad\ 
was  distinguished  for  her  exemplary 
and  endearing  behaviour  through  life. 
She  possessed  a  most  amiable  dispo- 
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sition.  From  her  kindness  and  benev- 
olence she  was  ever  ready  to  afford  re- 
lief to  the  poor  and  needy.  She  mani- 
fested all  the  feelings  of  a  dutiful,  af- 
fectionate chiid  and  loving  sister. 
When  suffering  the  excruciating  pains 
of  an  acute  typhus  fever,  with  which 
she  was  confined  to  her  bed  twenty- 
six  days,  previous  to  her  decease,  she 
manifested  a  high  degree  of  christian 
fortitude.  Her  mind  often  arising 
superior  to  her  infirmities,  bespoke 
the  steadfast  purpose  of  her  soul. 

This  amiable  youth  was  hopefully 
brought  to  the  know  ledge  of  the  truth, 
and  made  willing  to  renounce  the 
pleasures  of  her  age,  and  openly  to 
profess  her  belief  in  Jesus.  On  the 
21th  of  May,  1817,  she  was  baptized, 
and  the  same  day  received  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church  of  Christ  at 
Waterford.  She  had  ever  held  a  re- 
spectable place  in  society  ;  but  it  was 
not  until  now,  that  you  could  behold 
her  in  her  most  engaging  light  ;  yet 
from  tlie  time  of  her  conversion  to  the 
close  of  life,  she  gave  the  mo3t  un- 
equivocal proofs  of  the  reality  of  her 
religion,  and  its  sacred  influence  upon 
her'heart  and  life  She  blushed  not 
to  proclaim  the  unbounded  goodness 
of  a  crucified  Saviour  to  a  dying  world 
Her  devotions  appeared  to  be  highly 
spiritual,  being  performed  with  much 
humility. 

During  her  distressing  sickness,  at 
times  she  was  partially  deranged  ;  but 
except  those  times,  she  was  calm  and 
tranquil,  and  manifested  her  mind  to 
be  fixed  on  God  and  eternity  ;  often 
saying,  if  it  were  God's  will,  she 
should  "  desire  to  depart  and  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better." 

A  sister  observed  to  her,  your  dis- 
tress is  \ery  great.  She  replied,  "not 
so  great,  but 'that  it  might  be  greater  ; 
A  few  mere  struggles  will  ciose  the 
scene,  and  I  shall  breathe  in  a  sweet 
air  "  She  often  appeared  greatly  an- 
imated, while  her  eyes,  sparkling  with 
joy,  indicated  a  soul  too  full  of  divine 
life  and  vigour,  to  be  long  imprisoned 
in  such  feeble  clay. 

The  subject  of  dying  which  so  often 
appals  the  ungodly,  produced  in  her 
a  glow  of  animati«>.i.  She  seemed  to 
view  death  as  the  gate  of  endless  joy, 
and  dying,  but  going  home.  Having 
herself  tasted  and  known  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious,  she  felt  a  most  ar- 
dent desire  that  others  might  be  made 
partakers  of  the  same  rich  grace.  To 
her  young  sisters  in  the  church,  she 
left  her  dying  exhortations  to  maintain 
their  faith  in  its  purity,  by  a  well 


ordered  life  and  godly  conversation. 
Believing  it  far  greater  riches  to  suffer 
affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season. 

She  talked  most  tenderly  and  plain- 
ly, to  some  of  her  particular  your.g 
friends,  and  entreated  them  to  seek 
Christ  as  a  sure  refuge  from  the  storm 
that  awaits  the  impenitent ;  adding, 
I  leave  my  dying  testimony,  that  they 
that  seek  Christ  early,  with  all  the 
heart,  shall  find  him. 

About  24  hours  before  her  disso- 
lution, she  thought  she  was  dying,  and 
desired  her  sister  to  hand  her  a  giass, 
that  she  might  see  how  her  coun- 
tenance appeared  when  dying  She 
then  with  a  heavenly  calmness  raised 
her  eyes  toward  heaven,  and  mildly 
said  ;  "  Do  you  not  see  him  !"  She 
then  requested  the  family  to  come 
around  her,  kissed  them  all,  and  bid 
them  farewell  ;  at  the  same  time  en- 
treating them,  not  to  weep  so  much 
for  her  Being  strongly  attached  to 
her  mother,  she  endeavoured  to  sooth 
her  feelings  by  saying,  the  Lord  know- 
eth  what  is  best  for  us,  and  although 
this  chastisement  is  grievous  to  you  at 
present,  yet  his  grace  is  sufficient  for 
you.  The  morning  on  which  she 
died,  her  sister  said,  Eliza,  wre  think 
you  to  be  now  struck  with  death ! 
Her  reply  was,  •*  can  this  be  death  !" 
Thus  her  faith  in  the  Lord,  and  her 
hope  thro'  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
remained  lively  and  unshaken  Just 
before  she  closed  the  scene,  her  father 
said,  my  child,  you  feel  as  if  you  were 
now  going  home  ?  She  replied,  Yes, 
sir,  glory  !  glory  !  Then  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus  without  a  struggle,  at  1  o'clock, 
P.  M.  October  30th 

A  very  large  concourse  of  peo- 
ple assembled  on  the  day  of  her 
interment,  when  the  Rev.  Francis 
Darrow  addressed  them  from  1  Cor. 
xv.  55 — 57.  Previous  to  her  death 
she  had  selected  the  17th  Hymn,  1st 
Book,  Dr  Watts,  which  was  sung. 
Her  friends  have  reason  to  hope  that 
their  loss  is  her  gain. 

With  joy  divine  full  glory  in  her  breast, 
She  gains  the  port  of  everlasting  rest. 


MRS.  HANNAH  SE AVER. 

Died  at  South  Berwick,  Maine, 
Oct.  14,  1820,  Mrs.  Hannah  Seaver, 
aged  39  years,  wife  of  Hon.  Josiah 
W  Seaver,  and  daughter  of  Gen.  Ich- 
abod  Goodwin. 
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Mrs.  Seaver's  character  in  youth 
was  eminent  for  duty  and  affection  to 
l>er  parents,  and  a  desire  to  promote 
the  h-ippiness  of  those  around  her  As 
a  wife  she  was  exemplary,  faithful  to 
her  husband  and  children,  in  whose 
welfare  and  happiness  her  heart  was 
bound  up  ;  but  as  a  Christian,  through 
distinguishing  grace,  her  meekness 
and  humility  shone  with  peculiar  lus- 
tre, while  she  herself  mourned  over 
Iter  stubborn  hard  heart,  as  she  ex- 
pressed herself. 

Her  attention  to  divine  things  was 
first  called  up  early  in  1816  by  the 
loss  of  two  children — her  knowledge  of 
the  total  moral  depravity  of  her  heart ; 
and  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  mediato- 
rial woik  appeal  ed  gradual — in  Nov 
1816,  she  was  baptized,  and  with  oth- 
ers, Jan  17,  1817,  united  in  church 
order,  and  continued,  unshaken  in  the 
faith,  an  ornament  to  her  profession, 
and  a  blessing  to  the  Church,  and  the 
cause  of  Christ  till  death 

Often  did  she  repeat  in  her  hours  of 
trial  her  favourite  hymn  of  the  pious 


Watts,  the  48th  of  the  second  book, 
and  particularly  the  last  verse  : 

Dear  Saviour,  let  thy  glories  be 

My  soul's  eternal  food  ; 
And  grace  command  my  heart  away 

From  all  created  good. 

Her  sickness  (which  was  the  typhus 
fever)  was  short;  through  the  whole 
she  appeared  divinely  supported — con- 
fessing her  hope,  her  whole  hope,  to 
be  on  the  Rock  Christ ;  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  whom,  she  appeared  at  times, 
to  be  impatient  to  be  released  from  the 
body. — She  appeared  to  be  struck  with 
death  about  six  o'clock,  P.  M.  and 
expired  about  twelve  at  night,  appar- 
ently in  the  exercise  of  reason.  In  the 
interval  of  her  paroxisms  she  was  calm 
and  serene — at  times  appeared  in 
prayer — spoke  distinctly  *  wailing  with 
gladness' — A  little  before  her  dissolu- 
tion she  exclaimed,  as  if  she  saw  with 
her  natural  sight  "the  building  of 
God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens,"  beautiful, 
beautiful,  beautiful  house  !"  and  short- 
ly fell  asleep,  we  trust  in  Jesus.  [Ree. 


ANECDOTES. 


Kristno  and  the  English  Gentlemen. 

Kristno  was  stationed  at  Chitta- 
gong  Being  upon  very  friendly  terms 
with  the  English  residents  there,  all 
of  whom  are  Episcopalians,  these 
gentlemen  asked  him  when  he  in- 
tended to  baptize  his  converts,  at  the 
same  time  promising  to  attend  as 
spectators.  The  day  arrived,  one  of 
them  brought  him  a  very  handsome 
China  bowl.  Kristno  asked  for  what 
purpose  he  had  brought  it,  the  gen- 
tleman replied,  '*  to  baptize  with  "  I 
cannot  baptize  in  this,  said  Kristno. 
"  How  then  ?"  asked  the  gentleman 
'*  In  the  same  way,"  answered  Krist- 
no, "in  which  John  baptized  our 
Lord."  M  Do  it  then  in  your  own 
way,"  said  the  gentleman,  "a  river 
is  near — we  will  follow  you."  They 
accordingly  attended  ;  and  Kristno 
prayed,  preached,  and  baptized. 


The  Christianas  Security. 

A  profane  persecutor  discovered 
great  terror  during  a  storm  of  thun- 
der and  lightning,  which  overtook 
him  on  a  journey.  His  pious  wife, 
who  was  with  him,  inquired  the  rea- 
son of  his  terror.  He  replied,  by- 
asking,  *  are  not  you  afraid  ?"  She 
answered.  *«  No,  it  is  the  voice  of  my 
heavenly  Father;  and  should  a  child 
be  afraid  of  the  voice  of  its  father  1" 
u  Surely  (thought  the  man)  these  Pu- 
ritans have  a  divine  principle  in  them 
which  the  world  seeth  not  ;  otherwise 
they  could  not  have  such  serenity  in 
their  souls,  when  the  rest  of  the  world 
are  filled  with  dread."     Upon  this, 

going  to  Mr  B  ,  he  lamented  the 

opposition  he  had  made  to  his  minis- 
try, and  became  a  godly  man  ever 
after  ! 


ORDINATION 


On  Wednesday,  Feb.  21,  1821,  Rev. 
Benjamin  Blybenburg  Wisner 
was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  care  of 
the  Old  South  Church  and  Congrega- 
tion in  Boston.  Introductory  Prayer, 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight,  of  Park-street 
Church  ;  Sernson  by  the  Rev  Dr. 
Woods,  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 


Andover  ;  Consecrating  prayer  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Holmes,  of  Cambridge ; 
Charge  by  Rev  Dr.  Osgood,  of  Med- 
ford  ;  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  by 
Rev  Mr  Huntington,  of  Bridgewater 
Concluding  prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cod- 
man  of  Dorchester. 


8.0  ilEEUKG-HOUSE  OPENED  POETRY,  [Marcb. 

NEW  MEETING-HOUSE  OPENED. 

The  new  meeting  house  in  Canton,  the  hope  that  it  will  continue  to  be  a 

erected  the  past  season  by  the  Baptist  sanctuary  in  which  the  pure  principles 

Church  and  Society  in  that  place,  w  as  of  the  gospel  will  be  v  indicated,  and 

opened  on  Lord's  day,  Jan.  I4ih,  by  their  holy  tendency  enforced  on  those, 

the  solemn  and  delightful  worship  of  who  in  the  present  &  future  generations 

God       The  Sermon  was    delivered  may  meet  there  fof  social  worship; 

by  Rev.  Elisha  Williams,  found-  that  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  in  the  pow- 

ed  on  2d  Chronicles,  7  chap.  1st  verse,  er  of  his  gospel  on  the  hearts  of  sin- 

Nom  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  ners,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  pres-^ 

praying  the  Jire  came  down  from  heav-  ence  may  encourage  the  exertions  of 

en  and  consumed  the  burnt  offering  and  the  Church,  in  the  cause  for  which 

the  sacrifice,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  their  Redeemer  bled  ;  and  thus  may 

filled  the  house.  it  be  apparent  that  their  labour  was 

The  pleasing  circumstances  under  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord, 
which  this  house  was  opened,  inspire 


CHRIST'S  PASSION. 

THE  morning  dawns  upon  the  place 

Where  Jesus  spent  the  night  in  prayer  ; 

Through  brightening  glooms  behold  his  face, 

No  form  nor  comeliness  is  there. 

Last  eve,  by  those  he  call'd  his  own, 

Betray  M,  forsaken,  or  denied, 

He  met  his  enemies  alone, 

In  all  their  malice,  rage  and  pride. 

Brought  forth  to  Judgment  now  he  stands, 

Arraign'd,  condemn'd,  at  Pilate's  bar ; 

Here  spurn'd  by  fierce  Praetorian  bands, 

There  mock'd  by  Herod's  men  of  war  : 

He  bears  their  buffetting  and  scorn, 

Feign'd  homage  of  the  lip,  the  knee, 

The  purple  robe,  the  crown  of  thorn, 

The  scourge,  the  nail,  the  accursed  tree. 

No  guile  within  his  mouth  is  found, 

He  neither  threatens  nor  complains  ; 

Meek  as  a  lamb  for  slaughter  bound, 

Dumb  'midst  his  murderers  he  remains  : 

But  hark  !   He  prays — 'tis  for  his  foes  ; 

He  speaks  ; — 'tis  comfort  to  his  friends  ; 

Answers  ; — and  Paradise  bestows  ; 

"'Tis  finish'd  !"— here  the  conflict  ends. 

He  dies  ;  the  veil  is  rent  in  twain  ; 

Darkness  o'er  all  the  land  is  spread, 

High,  without  tempest,  rolls  the  main, 

Earth  trembles,  graves  give  up  their  dead  : 

"  Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God  !" 

Though  in  a  servant's  mean  disguise, 

And  bruis'd  beneath  the  Father's  rod, 

Not  for  Himself, — for  Man  he  dies.  [Montgomery. 


To  Correspondents. 

Several  obituary  articles  are  received,  which  w  e  would  insert,  but  as  we  are  - 
unacquainted  with  ihe  persons,  whose  characters  they  are  meant  to  record,  and 
not  being  signed  by  any  person  w  ho  may  be  considered  responsible  for  the  facts, 
we  must  be  excused  from  publishing  them  until  such  authenticity  is  given. 
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